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Roferonce is made to Department's cable mossage 
of Docembor 31, 12 AeM.e A Long and important editorial 
nas been published in La Prensa undor dote of December 
26th, which discusses the rights of tho neutral powors 
and of the Argentine Republic ospecially, in the 
Poace Conforenco now approaching. The oditorial doclaros 
that at presont thoro oxipts among the nations of the | s 
world two tondoncies of a conflicting character, one 
of these, which may bo called the past historic tendoncy, 
to the victors bolong the spoils; tho ot:er the policy | 
of "forgive and forget", as proclaimed by tho Prosident 
of the Unitod States in the fourteon points. The 
pituation being unsettled an Anvitation was extonded * to 
the Spanish Primo Minister to visit Paris in order that , \ 
ho might take up the quostion of Spain. The gonoral : 
poliof is that his visit rosulted fortunately and he has i 
consoquently signally served tho other nations which 
prepervod noutrality until the closo of tho war as Spain 
aid, Tho oditorial suggests thot in the Amorica Be. 
the quostione which pholl be considered by the Peace 
Conference are those’ euch as the difference oxistirg bo~ 


tweon Peru and Chile, between Colombia and tho Mmited 


States, and betweon Argontina and Great Britein, 
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regarding the Argentine rig:to to obtain the roturn of 
the Palkland Islands, but the doubt is expressed in the 
editoricl whether the powerful nations coneerned will 
allow these questions to come up for discussion, inas- 
much as questions would then be raisod which might 

cause agitation in Ireland, Panama and other countries. 
The editorial proceeds to discuss at length the 

quostion of the free soas and the question is asked 

how it may be found possible to reconcile the deci srations 
of the Amorican Secretary of tho Navy announcing an 


enormous naval program for the United States with the 


‘ declarations of President Wilson on this point. Tho 


editorial concludos that the solution of this question will 
probably be that the United States. and Great Britain | 
together will control the seas. It is further stated in 
the editorial that the ronult of the Spanish Promior's . 
mission has at any rate made this principle sure that 
the neutral powers will be allowod at loast to take some. 
part in the Poace Conference, and that, therefore, the 
Argentine government might ot once select proper 
reprosontatives with a view to their proceeding to Paris 
and coming into close contact with the delegates to the 
Conference in that city, whore they should call on 
President Wilson and exchange viows with the delegates 


of Spain and other powers who have been neutral. Tho 
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oditor points out that the Argentine governnont, 


rocognizing that the attitude ausumed by Spain is a 
matter of importance, should follow in the path oponod 
by Spain. 

The press gonorkblly has criticized during the wook 
past the Propident for not filling certain vacant 
posts. Spooial criticism is dirootod against the 
President for loaving the place of President of the 
Bank of the Nation vacant for oa considerablo poriod, Only 
on January 1 was the now President appointed, Doator 
Apellaniz. it present it has not beon found possible 
to gather e. quorum of the Board of Directors. 

On Decombar 30 thore was oa statement publisio a in 


the Le Nacion that tho governmont should at onco make 


tho new appointments, os by ite inaction the most important 


Bunk in South Amorica is Berloudly injured. 

On December 28, LaNocion complimented warmly tho 
London Times speoial supplomont ‘translated into Spanish 
by La:Hacion, which is ontiroly devoted to questions — —— 
rolating to conmorce betwoon South America and Groat 


Britain, It is stated that it 15 not possible to give 


‘too much importance to the publication of this article 


as it indicates what great interont is already taken by 


‘British morchants in keeping up commerce with the 


Argontina Republic and in oxtending the comiorce which 
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Pursuant to your M.I.D.lW.1. 5-7 3048-68,0ctobsr 22,1918 
there is presented herewith replies to the :t.1.D.questionn- 
eire of above date and number. : & 
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Subject: Questionnaire on the Argentine Rephblie. sovens wee 


— . NAR DEPARTMENT 
# 1533 ee 


POLITICAL. 


Question 1. General attitude of the various political part- 
ies toward the question of neutrality, and their relative 
strength. 


Reply: The question of neutrality has been mainly a policy 
of the Argentine Government itself. It will be recalled that 
the Argentine Chamber of Deputies and the Senate, in 1917, both 
declared in favor of rupture with Germany (reported previously). 

As to sentiment of the Argentine people, it can be said 
that about 90% are pro~Ally. 

The principal political parties in Argentina are the Radi- 
cals (present government party), the Socialists (in Buenos 
Aires), and the Conservatives (the last government). In the 
Provinces the Radicals have split parties which are influenced 
by local situations therein. 

The Radical party has recently met serious opposition among. 
the Socialists, who carried the municipal elections in Buenos 
Aires; also with the Conservatives (Democrats) who have just 
carried the elections in the City of Cordoba, the seat of learn- 
ing. The Radical party (now in power) cannot be called a non- 
rupturist party, as many of its leading men lead in the Con-~ 
gressional declaration for rupture of relations with Germany. 

The Socialists in their recent campaign in the municipal 
elections (prior to the Armidtice),con:demned the present govern 
ment for its policy of neutrality, and made capital of it. Dur- 
ing the past eighteen months Socialist Deputies and the Social-~ 
ist Senator very eloquently championed the cause of the Allies. 

The Radical defeat. in Cordoba (after the Armistice) is no 
doubt due to the bad odor in which that party found itself, in 
view of the present government's policy of neutrality and the 
fact that the "neutralist" President championed his Minister of 
War for the Governorship of Cérdoba in these elections. 

The Conservative party, which may after all be said to in- 
Clude everybody not a Radical or a Socialist, and which is 
known as the"old regime", makes much capital of the policy of 
neutrajity of the present Radical Government, and uses this as 
its principal weapon in denouncing the existing government. 

As to the relative strength of the parties, they may, at this 
writing, be. regarded as about equal. With the split in the Rad— — 
ical party in-the recent Cordoba elections, and the Socialist 
victory in the municipality of Buenos Aires, it is thought that 
the Radicals are about to break as a party. 
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Subject: cyuestionneire on the Argentine Rerublic. 
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1533 Dec. 21 


Cuesticn 8. What truth 4g ther: in the reports that the 
new allience namely A.?.(Paraguay) C. has been formed to 
replace the A.b.C. 


Reply: In the light of the formation of the "A.B.C." theve 
“hes been no formation cf an "A.P.C." unless secretly,and 
this is doubted. 

The "A.D.C." has really been ne icre tnan a pocular phrase. 
Brazil of course due to her declazaticn of war against Ger- 
many,occupies at to4 9 Sine a positicn quite geparete and 
apart from Argentina and Chile,though very cordiel relations 
still obtain. 

The prevailing opinion here 45 that the recent exchange of 
special fmbansadorial visits between Chile and Argentina 
did much to cement a still closer relationship between the 
two Governments----especially the very recent visit of the 
Chilian Special Ambassador Bulnes. 

As to Paraguay there is the beliet expressed to me by nen 
in position to know, that Paraguay is a political vassal of 
Argentina ready +0 follow and abide with the leadership of 
the Argentine Governnent. 

: This has no doubt given rise to the reports of the forma- 
tion of an "A.P.C." for which there has been no known © 


conventicn. 
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Question 3. Are any revoluticnary movemenis vending ? 


Anewertlio. 


Considering the .temperament of these pecple surprise 
may indeed be expres 3d that the lax 


rge pro-Ally majority 
in this country did not ravolt a 


gainst the present Govern- 
ment----espsclally during the period of highest excitement 


at the tinue of the deolarstvion of the National Congress in 
favor of rupture w 


vith Germany. Fren time to time there 

has been individual talk of a revolt but nothing has trans- 

\ pired to suggest organizaticn for such a purpose. The 

present Governuent appears secure in the Army and the police. 

: The police are on a wilitsry fcoting and have had pre- 

vious Army serviog. The persistent strikes may be tormed ¢ 

in @ sense a social revolution and on some occasions the 

President has given his tacit consent to th2 attitude of 

the strikers and settled matters in their favor. 

There ere surely no organized revolutionary movements 

pending at this tine. ; 

\ I will add however that the only "cloud in the sky" is 

: trouble that might arise were the President to again inter. 
vene in the Province of Buencs Aires. This province is the 
Queen Province of the Republic and richly populated. Governor 

; Crovto,its govarnor, has recently been at "logger heads" with 

, - President Irigoyernflue to the President's trying to govern 

the province hiuself. Crotto though a "radical" (present 
governing. party) hus not pleased the President with his re- 

cent attentions showered upon the Allied Ministers (England 
and Italy). 


These attentions to the above ministers weve given on the 
oooasion of their separete visits to the Provincial Capital 
La Plata at whioh time Crotto reoeived them with military 
honors and lauded the cause of the Allies. 


Present indications are however that the diffioulties 
between Crotto and Irigoyen will be patohed up. 
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Cugstion: CO.h 
1. Facilities for manufacturing armas and Giscunition. 
wo 


Reply: The Avgentine Governinent taintains three military 
Arsenalsa wi fcllovws: Pf 
2) "Aysenal Esteban de Luca" ov Arsenal Princiteal leeated in 
she city cf Duenos Aires; 
me "Arsenal fan ‘Lorenzo (Puesto Borgni) near city of Resario; 
"Arsenal José liaria Rojss" on the Rie Cuarto, Province of 
Cordoba. 


ARSENAL "ECPTEBAN DE LUCA" (BUENOS AIRES) 
and 

This arsenal h.s a plant. . machinery for performing the 
follewing work:easting of statugs,cylinders for marine engines, 
sun mountingss,and a general foundry. The plant has five furnaces 
whioh use netroleui. Two of these furnaces aze revertible. Other 
featurc3 cf this plant sre &@ carnenter shop for the complete 
manufesture of vehicles and carts fcr the amiuunition,supply and 
sanitary field trains,cabinet saking;the making of military ; 
pontoons and bridge material, lances wooden) for cavalry and gun 
stocks for rifles and ca rbinas. There are also shops for repair 
ot saddles and harness and the repair of the personal equipment 
of the soldier. 


As t) production of arms and amitunition---this arsenal has | 
facilities for the complete repair of rifles,oarbines,machine 
guns,field and heavy artillery. There are no facilities for the 
nanufaotur a of artillery or small arms. As to the Infantry rifle 
and carbine this arsenal oan turn cut ell parts excevting the 
barrel. There is a large shop however for boring and rifling and 
this shop is now ccmnencing work at boring out solid gun metal 
bars for Infantry rifle barrels. These vars (80, 000) were pur- 
chased some years ajo from Germany. An important feature of the . 
Argenal is the manufacture cf a new rear aight for small arms, 
the ohange being necessary due to the substitution of the new 
sharp point bullet for the rounded nose. 


Ammunition: This arsenal is equipped for cartridge case and 
bullet making for swall arias. No attempt is made at the making of 
artillery ammunition. Owing to lack of the raw material,this 
country must import the powder,lesd,niockel and ooxnver disos for 
the making of the siall arms cartridge. This arsenal takes much 
pride in its machinery for stamping out brass cartridge cases 
and nickel jackets for bullets,some of which machinery was made 
in this arsenal. The machines for stamping out cartridge cases 
and bullet jaokets,and leaden bullets ocoouptys a floor space of 
about 50 x 150 yards. There are thirteen mavhines for powder 
filling, priming and insesticn of the bullet. During my visit 
three of these machines were in pperation and the remainder hela ; 
in rsserve. In this arsenal are the necessary chemical | (" 
laboratories and the armory for testing accuracy of small arms. \? 
Within the arsenal grounds are largs deposits of field artillery i 
(Krupp --- Argentina modal) vehicles for the train, small BENS S. 4 
target material,ammunition,saddles and harness. 

The guard over. this arsenal consists of two machine gun 
companies. 
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This arsenal is used as a storacse denct for army equipment. 


. It will be noted that the arsengeis do net produce harness. 
: and saddles. 


This equipuent is purchased aluost entirely frei: the large 
local plant of Casiiiro Goniez which manufactures from Argentine 
raw material the quantity of equipment desired by the Government. 


--— General Remarks.--- 


All artillery,machine guns and 


been purchased in Germany. The artillery is "sistema Krupp",and 
| the small arms the "uauser" ---both stauped "Modelo Argentino". 
Argentina cannot prcduce this armament owing to Lack of raw 
material. She can keep her Lisld sieces and gmail arnus in good 
repair,and can turn out a hand rifle excerting the varrel. 
All material for artillery and siall arns ammunition must be 
imported including powders. After inportaticn of the metal, 
Argentina can urn cut the finiched ammunition. Sabers,tentage 
and pistols are imported. 


snals arms now on hand have 


Attention is especially oalled te the feot that from material 


procured at hone, Argesntina ae raged drag in her arsenals a aplendid 
type of wheel transportation for the trains as well as excellent 
vontcon bridge material. 


From the above it will be ssen that Arizentina is greatly 
handloapped by the lack of raw naterial and must rely entirely 
upon importation of the essentials for armament. 
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Cuesticn 2. Present status of aviaticn 7? 


Repiy: 


The schocl has just acquired five new machines fren France, 
two by purohase and the remaining thrae a8 a cift. The machines 
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yet been unpacked. 

These additional machines added to those previcualy reported 
by me and including two more machines recently constructed at 
¢he school brings the number up to 30 machines,six of which the 
Director states are in a status of repair. 

A vecent editorial in # leading Euenos Aires paper oalls 
attention to the fact that it is a crime that the Argentine 
aviators are pemitted to continue to fly in the present machines 
at the school in view of the advances that have been made in 
eeroplane construction in Europe. , 
; Aviation,machines and personnel are still centered at the 
} Aviation School and aside from the few additional machines acquir- 
ed,the status of Aviation remains as reported in my 1133. 
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Sudject: Cue tionnaire on Argentine Rerublic. 
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Cuesticn 3. Recen 
Reply: Pleas 4 on “Organiszaticn cf the Arny of 
she Argentines Re: ay 22,1917 and #1180 wey 1,1915. 

Changes in the Army since the report of liay 20,1917 are sho.e 
ag indicated in my report 1036----Februszy Lo;leloe 

Roughly speaking the changes are spe oreation of three new 
cavalry reginents 710,11 and 12;one regiient of "Genderueria" end 
two "“escuadrones de ainetralladoras" (machine-gun trcops) ons oft 
which is pack and the ovner vyeniocle drawn. These now units were 
created by transfers frei existing regimenss of cavalry. 

The two new machine gun units are independent of the usual 
machine gun section belonging to a cavalry regiment. 

There was also created cne “eycup" (two batteries) of horse 
artillery. 

Further ohanges enunsrated in the above report ere simply chenges 
in the designation of the Engineer organizaticns---for example 
Battalions 1 to 5 of engineers are changed to lat to 5th Batta- 
Lions of "Sanper-Pontcniers". +talion 6 of Enginecrs changed to 
"Bastalion of Railwaywen" etc.etc. (see report 1036, Fed.13,1916. ) 
Other army chang2s have been announced in Boletin Militar (and 


part) #1253, 00%.22,1917 copy of which was forwarded to i.I.D. on 
sanization of the 


Nov.9,1¢17. These changes amnounced & reorg 
cavalry into six brigades----and also announce the brigade head- 


quarters as follows: 
Buenos Aires lst and 6th Regiments of Caval-' 


lst Brigade. Hdqrs. 
ry (let Division). 
2nd Brigade: Hdqrs. Zapala(Territory of Iauquen ) 2nd Regiment 
10th Regiment cf Cavalry 


of Cavalry and 4th machine gun troop, 
(8nd Division). 
Conoordia. 3rd Regiment of Cavairy,lst 


3rd Brigade. Hdqrs. 
Machine gun troop,6th Regiment of Cavalry(3rda Division). 
4th Brigade. Hdqrs. San Rafael (Prov.of Mendoza) 4th and 7th 
Regiments of Cavalry (4th Division) 
2th Regiments of Cavalry 


5th prigade. Hdgrs. Salte. 5th and 1 
(5th Oieiston) . 
Paso de 105s Libres, provisionally in Formosa 


6th Brigade. Hdars. 
territory, 9th and llth Regimen‘s of Cavalry (3rd Division). 
ison the territories of 


The Regiments of Gendarmeria to garr 
the Chaco and Formos:,depending on the 3rd Division of the Army. 


\ 
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Subject: Questionnaire on the Argentine Republic. 


R.C. 
# 1533 December 21, 1918. 
COMBAT. 
Question 4. Morale of the Army? 
Reply: During a period of two years observation of this 
army 


elieve its morale to be excellent. This is bred of 
love of country and an intense patriotiam. 


The discipline is excellent. 


Officers and non-commissioned officers from highest 


to lowest grades take their profession most seriously. 
There has been some ugly tal 


k that some years ago 
when trouble was threatened with Chile, hundreds of young men 
left the country for Montevideo, Uruguay, to escape military 
service, but these were men who had never received military 
training and its inculcations. 


It is thought that the 160,000 trained men between 


20 and 30 years of age, who now constitute the standing army 
and the reserve, will 


give a splendid account of themselves 
when the time comes. j 


Officers and men appear to be satisfied and there 
is little grumbling. 


Subject: Cuesticnnaire on Argentine Re:uclic. - 


21 
r.G. Dee. 1922. 
Ao. 1533 


m--+-- ECONOUIC ----. 


Question 1. Why ere strikes go pessistent in Argentina ? 
Reply: The persistency of strikes here I telieve due to 

several causes among thei. the hich cost’ cf livings with the result- 
ing demand for higher pay;the presences of about 100,000 working 
Class Russians in she republic ancng whem the recent turmoil in 
Russia has hed a disturbing influence; the presence of anarchists 
and "professicnal agitators" whe. 16 has been proven have at times 
created a reign cf terror and have foresd hundreds of contented 
men into the lines of tha strikers;and it can be safely said thas 


these professionel agitators and strike leaders have been in 
German pay during the last two years of the war with a view to 
causing atrikes which would hinder she rail trancrportation of the 
crops and the packing cof meat destined for the Allies. : 


semen oe 
ae 
a 


Subject: Questionnaire on Argentine Republic. 


R.C. # 1532 December 21, 1918, 


ECONOMIC. 


Question 8. Has Argentina imposed an income tax, and if sO, 
what are the Tates, scales, and amount of incomes taxed? 


amonnts herein given ‘are M,N, (Argentine paper dollars and cents), 
$1.00 M.N. equals 42 cents U.S, currency approximately. 


"Article 17. The tax shall be arrived at by reckoning as 
One tenth, the fraction of taxable income comprised be tween 
$2500 and $10,000 m/n.: 

Two tenths, between , » ¥10,000 4nd $15,000 n/n. 

Three tenths, between * $15,000 ana re 000 m/n. 

Four tenths, between . , 20,000 and 

Five tenths, between , . 30 ° 

Six tenths, between . * $30,000 and 40,000 p/n. 

Seven tenths, between 

Eight tenths, between 

Nine tenths, between . 


per cent. (The effect of the foregoing is a Sliding scale tax 
on the incomes stated var ing from a lowest of 1 per cent to 
&@ highest of 10 per cent f ran 


For a full english translation of the entire project, 
866 page 1370, of the "Review of the River Plate", November ag, 
ee copy of which was forwarded to the H.I.D. on December 4, 


Subject: Questionnaire on Argentine Republic. 


R.C. # 1533 December 21, 1918. or 


ECONOMIC. ! 


Question 3. What is the condition of the railroads as regards 


tracks and rolling stock? 
: e Railways" March 
26, 1917, fora full description of the Argentine Railway systems. 
As to tracks their general condition can be stated as 


excellent and well maintained. 

As to rolling stock, the locomotives are efficient and i 

kept so by well equipped shops. As to cars, both passenger and | 

; freight, the same cannot be said. Many cars, both passenger and ' 

\ freight, bear evidence of hard and continuous usage during long 
periods, without even a freshening coat of paint. 


5 Reply: Please see my report #861 "Argentin 


Subject: Questionnaire on the Argentine Republic. 
R.C. 
# 1533 December 21, 1918. 


ECONOMIC. 


Question 4, Purchase of oi] properties in or near Argentine 
by Germans and Austrians, or by Swedes, Norwegians, Dutch or 
Swiss, which might have been made in the interests of Germany? 
Is there anything which would connect such purchases with Ger- 
man efforts to establish submarine bases? 


Reply: Pleasd see my report #1405, Oct. 9, 1918, "Comodoro 
Rivadavia - Argentina - Oil Enterprises", With reference to 
reported German and Austrian activities in exploiting oil 
fields for the purpose of establishing a German submarine base 
in Argentina, it is quite evident that the matter was under 
serious consideration by the enemy. See interchange of reports 
in which Kinkelin figured, also the plans laid in Stockholm. 
Had the war lasted,longer, the enemy might have continued his 
efforts with some fair prospect of success, owing to the remote 
situation of South Argentina. The greater part of the oil dis-' 
trict in Argentina is state owned and operated. Capt. Fleiss, 
of the Argentine Navy, who is the resident director of the 
State oil wells at Comodoro Rivadavia, is of Austrian descent, 
and strongly pro-CGerman, and he could have closed his eyes to 
many things. 


doro Rivadavia district, although there is the presence of pet-— 
roleum in other parts of the country. 

Outside of the Government owned fields at Comodoro 
Rivadavia are the holdings of several private companies, which 
are Argentine. These companies are as follows:"Asetra"; "Cia, 
Argentina de Comodoro Rivadavia"; "Sindicato Pozo de Menendez"; 
"Petroleo Argentino de Algarrobo"; and "El Petroleo Argentino 
de San Rafael". These companies could easily have German stock- 
holders, or the Argentine directors could easily be German sym- 
pathizers. As to purchases of oil properties by the countries 
named in the question, I can obtain information only regarding - 
a Norwegian Company which was being promoted by one Alberto 
Schwartz, a Norwegian, pro-Ally. The capital was Norwegian and 
the shares held by a few, noBtis shipowners. It is understood 
that Schwartz has been waiting for oil boring machinery from 
the United States to start the work. It is learned also that 
about one year ago one Johnson, a Swede, tried to open up some 
oil properties, but failed. 

In October of this year it was reported by a visitor 
to Patagonia that there were many Germans, Dutch, Swedes, Boers 
etc. in that locality, but that there seemed to be nothing to 
the submarine base story. It is my belief and also that of my 
British and American naval colleagues in Buenos Aires, that the 
projeot for the establishment of German fuel bases in Southern 
Argentina made little if any headway. . 


Oil perforations in Argentina exist only in the Como- 
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Subject: Questionnaire on the Argentine Rerublic. 


Cuestion 1. Is thers any sifort by Aucrlsans a6 & grcup to 
promote the Ausricun csau:e in she War? 


Reply: As an entire srouy,no. 


The Americans huves tirse prinogival organizations in‘ the 
Argentine,nanely tie Scetety of Ausvican Pasviotic Wowen, the 
hmerican Co.merolal Cluo,an. the Ccotesy of the River Plate. 

Sino; ccuusnocuens of the Var these scoietiss have each 
in theicclvos done much ¢c proiots the American cause in the 


WAT. 

The Secsiety cf fmurican Petriosio Vewen has done much to 
euphasiaze cur cause aucng the Argentine veople through its 
Red Cross Bazauzrs which were carried thycugh with suon complete=- 
ness ana enthusiasn. as to leave nc dcubt as to cur determination 
te win. These bazaars were largely attended ani patronized by 
Argentines who gave their money fr-ely. 

The Auerican Conmerocial Club and the Society of the River 
Plate have on suitable ccczsicns #iven functions at which our 
Cauc3 Was premoved and expressed in speeches which came to 
public notice through tha vress. 

All of the above sccieties have given or participated in 
nunercus Red Cross entertainuents in varicus theatres. These 
entartainuenis threush appropriate music,tableaux and motion 
piotures Pave promoted our cause and were largely attended by 
Argentines. 

The splendid showing of the Americans in their subscriptions 
to the Liberty Loans and to the Ned Cress impressed the Argen- 
tine reople with cur determination. : 

The conspiouous and profuse displey of Liberty Loan and 
Red Cross posters in the windows of all American business houses 
have been keen factors. 


Subject: Cuestionnaive on the tee 


° 
7A 
i feat 
t 


Guesticn 2. 


Are thers considerabie colonies of Americans in 
Particular nlaoss,ox ave thay 80a Ss 


red throughout the countxry ? 
Reply: 


Th} frseas Auseioan cclour Ls of scowrse centered in the city 
of Duencs hives. 


The enl- Cshey colony of fmericans 45 in tie city of La Plata 
near whien are leeussd the meat pucking plants of Swift and 
Atwour,and @ll the Avievdcans in La Plata may be suid to be 
euployed in these ewe planste. 

There is a vory thin B0avterin; of Americans in other locali- 
tiles threughout the vonublic,but net of sury 


7f 


. ficient number to 
nerkit the name of a eclony. 
As te nunber of Amectoans in Argentina please see my reports 7) 
#LiSL Novambsr &,1S18 and “iy 147.,Novembar 26,1918, 
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Subject: Questionnaire on the Argentine Republic. 


R.C. 
# 1533 December21 , 1918. 


PSYCHOLOGIC. 


Question 3. Are the prople of the Allied nations brought 
to-gether in any organized effort to create pro-Ally propa- 
ganda in the Argentine? 


Answer: Yes. In June of this year there was organized here 
an Inter-Allied Chamber of Commerce, consisting of representa- 
tives of the American Commercial Club, British, French, Ital- 
ian, Japanese and Belgian Chambers of Commerce. 

At this writing an American Chamber of Comnerce is 
being organized from the American Commercial Club. 

The President of this Inter—Allied Chamber of Com~ 
werce is the President of the British Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Treasurer an American. 

This Inter-Allied association has for its object 
the furtherance of the commercial advantages of the Allies 
Over the Germans and in short the pursuit of an Allied Commere 
cial propaganda. 

As to the creation of general Allied propaganda in 
the Argentine, the principal Allied nations here, such as Great 
Britain, the United States, France, and Italy, have their own 
Organized societies, such as the American Society of the River 
Plate, etc. which societies create a propaganda. In addition to 
these societies, the various Allied nations here have their 
special propaganda representatives, more or less on the order 
of our local representative of the Committee on Public Informa~ 
tion. Fer methods of propaganda adopted by all nations in Ar g- 
entina, incliding the Germans, please see my report # 1099, 
April 9,°1918. ' 
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Cablemessage from tie 


Buenos siiros. 


January 24, 11 a.m. 


(Paraphrase). 
There hes been much discussion during the past 
week in the newsnapors concerning the strike and the 
attitude assumod by the Government in respoct to it. 
The Government has been accused, by the papers in op- 
position, of encouraging the messes of the population 
to hate Yoroigners,who have been charred by the Govern- 


ment with being the cause of the distumbances which havo 


recently taken place. In tits issue: of Jenuary 20th, 


LA HPOCA editorially maintains that it is the interest 
neither of the Argentine people nor the Government to 
ellow foreign elements to be incorporated into the 
country bringing with them their inherited hatreds :.-:* 


which desire to avenge wrongs entirely unconnected with 


the 


i 
the Argentino Republic. 1% adds that it is the auvy I 
oi the Government to drive such foreisn elements out 
and to punish them in accordance with tne laws ot the 
comtry. Ko evidence oY Xenophobia can be seon in the 
government following such @ course. The same paper 
in its issues of January 18th end 21st printed © long 


editorials steting thet, while the right of strike is 


cam en ecg 


\ recognized by the Government as a recourse which be- 
comes necessary if it is peacefully exercised, yet the 
=. Government has not permitted and will not permit excessos 
or to be 
p to take place /committed by eny one. The paper adds 
j thet the whole nation knows what harm will be produced 
by a new strike and that the workmen must como to . 
understend this or thoy will ho longer have any public 
sympathy. 

An editorial printed in the issue of January 220d 
of LA NATION makes an attack on the Government as cus- 
tomary, charging that it is insincere and unwilling to 
carry out the program which, before it assumed govern- 
ment, it had outlined. ‘his editorial declares that 


in the provindes generally the condition of affairs 


has 


rma rt 7" 


| 
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has become worse then it was during the period of the 
sogine end it makes reference to the way in wnich the 
Radical party has split, which division is growing worse 
trom day to dey, the division being cansed by the fect — | 
that men of ability and standing in the party heve drawn 
apart from those leaders who are merely endeavoring ‘| 
to get, at the public expense, what they can for tnem- 2 
selves. <A long article has appeared in the issue of 

January 224 of LA RAZON on the subject of the League 

of Nations, in the course of which article, an article 

appearing in Collier's Weekly is quoted. Both papers 

seom to agroe in the opinion that ior European cowtries, 

the League of Netions might be useful but that the 

nations of America,and especially the United States, 

would have no benefit from it. On the other hand, an 

editorial in the issue of January 20th of LA NATION 

declares that while the general idca was, a few months 

ago, that the League of Uations was a cutopian idea 

dreamed of by one noble in character, but not acquainted 

with cither the politics and peoples of Europe or with 


Rurope 


whan 


i 


Burope itseli, yet in his speech of Soptembor 27th, Mr. 
“ilgon has set vorth a conception of tno League fully 
and completely in terms which are clear and concrete. 
Mais editorial goes on to state that the plan of the 
League has been wienimously accepted by the Allies and 
that at the Conference the discussion of it will soon 
be initiated but only tho details thereof, since the 4 


triumph of tno fundamentel idea has already tekon place. 
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(Paraphrase ). 
NAR DE: ? 


Message is marked important. 

The newspapers during the week have mainly devoted 
themselves to discussing,as a question of intexnationel 
interest, the instruction issued to the Argentine Minister 
at Paris by the Yoreign Office of Argentina directing him, 
at all times,to support President Wilson's plan Yor a 
League of Natiom. °. Most of the papers comment favorably 
on the instruction but so far no reference whatever hes 
been made to it in the official newspaper. Thero have 
peen two editorials in the issues of January 30th and 
Slst of the LA MANANA, the opposition newspaper in which 
criticism is directed to the policy in international 
affairs pursued during the war by the present administra- 
tion. These editorials declare that after President 
Irigoyen stood aloof from the Allied Powers for four 


years, 


{ees 


years, during tneir struggle for Liberty, it is absurd 
that ne snow.d now attempt to lay his views before the 
Paris Conference. The cdéitorials further declare that’ 
the only reason definitely known vor the declination 
of President Irigoyon to take part with the Allies wes 
that in metters of foreign policy, Argentina could not 
follow the lead takon taken by the United States, which 
reason was ridiculous in character. = © LA AN AIA 
points out thet the most vital intorests and sentiments 
of the United States were injured and offonded by the 
LUSITANIA tragedy and the subsoquont piracy of which 
that tragedy was the precursor, and that it was then 
tho United States was proud to defend against the attacks 
of Gorbeny the rights of all neutral nations. The 
Argontine Government, it oays, should have been 
forced by the tradition of the solidarity or the 
American coutrics to assist with its strength the 
political debendants of Washington and Lincoln, but in- 
stead the President of the Argentine Republic apparently 
felt 
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elt himselr more closely powid to the forces of the 
f Contral Powers, then triwnphant, either because he was 
\ in Year ot them or vecause he undertook to carry out 
, the weak pretense of a policy regulated by opvortmiisn 
so that on the pages of Argentine history, in which 
armies have hitherto always been raisod to promote the 
' cause of liberty in Amorice, was now written the story 
of the adoption of neutrality as ea cowardly role e 
Throwsh such a course, President Irigoyen thought 
that tne sovereignty of Argentine could bo saved. How, 
\ however, after the troops of the United States have, by 
i tho sword, obtained a victory which the Princeton Uni- 
versity Lrofessor could not secure by the use of the 
' pen, and whon the Government of the United Statcs has 
become the arbitretor of the world as a result of this 
magnificent victory ,at a time when a Kuropean leet 
salutes as evusaders of a new hunanity the American 
troops, forth from his retreat comes the President of 
Argentina and, with a gesture of humility nauscating 
in character, implores the great President to let him 


take 


onl). on i 


take at his side a nuavle nositjon. Generally in their 
editorials, the press hes indulged in this line of criti- 
cism, although not always so outsvoxen. 
he Senate rejection of the plan of declaring a 
state of siege has been gonerally favorably commontod 
on by the press excent by the ovvicial newsnpaners. 
In its editorial of January S1st, TA PRENSA states 
oo 
that generally the feeling seoms to be that martial 
law is too dangerous for uso in democracies. 
The papers have algo commented end speculated 
a ood deal as to the reasons which have prevented 
tho BAHIA 3uAUNCA, a national transport from sailing 
from the port. LA RAZON, in its issue of January 50th 
in @ long editorial, concludes that the international 
status ost the vessel ..or any objection on the part of 
the Alliod Governmonts to its transier to Argontine 
aro not concornod with the failwre of the vessel to 


geil. It is stated in the oditorial that betweon the 
dates of August 18, 1914 end March 4, 1915, the flag 


of the United States was adopted by 116 British, 


Belgian 


Rano all “ coer a 


a~5= 


Belgian, and Gorman vessels wmdor conditions which resemn- 
ble exactly those existing in the case of BAHIA BLANCA 
and, thorefore, the Government of Argentina has morely 
actod,in purchasing the vessel, in a way employed by 
Great Britain and tho United States many times during 
the war. The editorial goes on to state that it:is 
impossible, on that account, that Great Britein and the 
United States could make any objection to the vesscl 

in gquostion freely navigating the ocean, without showing, 
in a signal way, that they are not friendly to the 
Argentine Ropublic. On January 29th LA PRENSA also 
discusses this question but does not reach the same 
conclusion. It declares that the matter should at 

once be taken up by Congress and the executive power. 


should be compelled to explain the matter. 
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With reference to the outbreak in Buenos Aires from 
January 7th to 15th 1919 the following is a translation of a 
report sent out today to the Allied colleagues by the Italian 
Legation. 


"Very confidential .Resumé of conversation held between General 
Dellepiane and a person held in highest esteem by Italian Le- 
gation. 


The authors and promoters of movements whioh took place in 
i Buenos Aires between the 8th and 18th of January, were Argentine | 
police ‘officers who had been pensioned off. Theze intermediaries - 
were sub-officers of the police force who had been discharged 
some time ago and the latter were able to enlist the sympathies 
of many policemen. It had been arranged that some revolver 
shots from without the Central Police Department would give the 
signal to the rebels within. And things did happen as described. 
- It was only due to certain policemen’ faithful to General Delle- 
Piane that he was notified by telephone of the situation and 
thus the general was able to arrive at the Department unexpect—— 
edly,change the ourrent of events and overoome the intended ; 
dereliction of duty of the police. On the terrace of the : 
Police Department already outsidwurs had been introduced,and the 
police and their accomplices were aware of this. ‘there were 
certain University students there who are known to General 
Dellepiars,but whom he has not wished to denounce. These men 
were able to escape due to the general state of confusion. 
General Dellepiane was able to prove that high officials of the 
police force as well as the police officers had hidden themselves 
away in sure places. 
The General spoke in words of disdain and protest to the 
President of the Republio against the numerous persons surround= 
ing the President whom,the General says,are unworthy to be his 
friends and advisers. The General himself denounced the Minis~ 
ter of the Interior,Dr.Gomez,whom it appears behaved in a 
crooked and false fashion; General Dellepiane states that 
it we Dr.Gomez'fault that rows and disorders took place at 
the meating places of the workmen while he(Dellepiane) was 
engaging in the pacification of the men. } 
General Dellepiane is of the opinion that the revolutionary 
movement will be repeated." 
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The following interesting report was submitted by Hiss 
MoCruddon of tuis offio0 uron her return from thiu trip in | 
Januery 1919. 


On lesying Buonos Airos via the Southern Rallway(Ferro- 
' garril Sud)the provinoe of Busnes Airssy 16 orogeed in a south- 
, westerly dircotion. Trains leave Buencse Alros every ovening 
at 6.38 p.m. and arrive at Bahio Blanca(Prov.of Buenos Airos) 
the following morning at 9.25 a.m. However,only onoe a weak 
49 thero a train in oombinution with the one to Neuquon(terri- 
tory of Neuquon). ne 
The distance from Buenos Aires to Bahia Blanoa 15 640: kllo- . 
: moters and oost of fara to Neuquen is $59 m/n (or $118 m/n with 
J ‘peturn). On arrival at Bahia Blanoa, passengers and luggage | 
are transferred to the Neuquen train which leaves fron the same 
station at 9.60 a.m. Tho distanos from Bahia Blanosa, to Neue 
' quen is 664 kilometers and fo coversd in 13 or 14 hours. Tho 
' region orossed is a sandy desort,but wonders hava been wrought 
by irrigation. ; 
j The tow of Neuquen,and capital of the territory of that 


nane, has @ population of about 3600 inhabitants. It is a —y 

} small progressive centre of considerable oco:meroial importance. 
TheTstreéts:are ooverad with sand and in summer the heat is 

. practically unbearable. 
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we § Tho tarritory of the Rio Nexro has @ total area of 7950 leagues | 
or 33,850 miles. It is larger than the Uruguayan Republio and has a. 
populaoticn of about 40,000 of whom only 25,000 are Argentines. 
The seil,altnough nitrous, is excollent for agriculturs,espeoially 
for fruitegroving. Ths olimuate 45 vory mild in spits of heavy sno. J. 
fallo in winger. Viedma,with a population of about 2700 inhabi— pee 
tants i9 the capital of the territory cf Rio Hogroe - 
Duo to latitude and othor favorablo cirounstances,tha zone noar 
Loko Nahvuel Huapi is tho most tempurate. Thores aro many lakes, { 
rivors,atreans and fertile valleys in tho Rio Negro territory. | 


The Rio yogrom---from which 1t dorives dts nase-----ia tho prinoaie , 
: pal rivor and iu formed by tle confluence of the Limay and ‘Nouquen | 
rivore. It is tho largost river in Patagonia,runs from WeNWe to} 
Z.9.E. and has a longth of 640 kilometers. It emptics into the 
Atlantio Ocuan. Due to rapids and falle,neither the Limay nor the 
Rio yegro are navigable. 
Fransport of merohandizo in Patagonia offors considorabls diffi- 
oulty. Oaravans of carta drawn by oxen or mules travel at the 
rate of one league por hour (threes miles) z;and 4t takes 30 days from: 
Nouquen to Bariloche. 
Tho Govornnent automobiles runnin; botwoen Neuquen and Bariloohe 
: carry 6 passengers ooh and Bll mails for the regions crossed. 
Passengers are only allowed 30 kilos of luggaze por capita. 
On leaving Neuquen for Bariloche tne first landmark of intorsst. 
: 4a the Plottier estanoia(rancn). This estate,in the middle of an > 
i arid desert,ia & marvellous exponent of what can be achieved by 
-drrigation. The next notable feature on the trip 4s the orossing 
of the Limay river on @ pontoon. Besides the automobilos,all ° 
\ animals and morohandize from Neuquon to Bariloche or vice-versa ‘ 
must be taken aoross the river by this means. It isa Government 
property,and the strength of the ourrent alone takes it across the: 
strean (flying ferry). Capacity of this ferry---two large auto= ‘ 
mobiles. : 
After crossing the Limay river the motor goos up and down in- | 
terminable tablelands covered with sand and a few thorgy bushes an 
shrubs. There is a strip of 35 kilometers where nothing but sand 
is soen,vegetation disappears completely. This 4s called the 4 
i "Travesia" orossing). Its disastrous results are sven ali along | 
the road for there aro many skeletons of animals whioh have perisa 
ed through laok of water and on account of the high temporaturc. — 
The Travesia is a zone very similar to the sandy deserts of Arabi 
The sand is 80 deep and heavy that in sone places it measures frc 
30 to 30 centimeters for distances of 5 kilometers at a stretoh. . 
After the Travesia the road orosses an immense plain or pampa 
covered with shrubs. Groups of wild guansoos ara seen from time} 
to time and often oome within gun-shot. 
The first important stopping place 43 Monous,whioh is reached 
at the end of the first day.. It boasts & fConiearia® (police sta- 
tion) a country store and @ so-called hotel. The next station is. 
Laguna Blanoa,the highest spot in the. Rio Negro (1500 meters). | | 
On the afternoon of the second day Piloaniyeu is reached. It is 
one of the most important places in the region and is crossed by 
rouds in every direotion. It is also a commercial centre of 
considerable activity. Shortly after leaving Pildaniyou the oar 
goos through the famous estanoia "San Ramon" belonging to the 
( German Prince Von Lippe Sohramburg. . Before arriving at Bariloc! , 
| two rivars are orossed; the Niriuhau and Piohileufu. - 
The table of distanoes from Neuquen to Bariloohe is as follower: | 
Neuquen to Menou cocccceees B10 kilometers 
Menoué to Laguna Blianoa.... 85 ~~ sl 
Laguna Blanaa to Plloaniyeu 110 0 * a. 
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Pilcaniyeu to Bariloohe.... 80 
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Bearilooha is o 14+tle vilisce of fre ROG to 1600 {hos Fans 
und was founds de your: ao by Gud “Yous enoda provers (sens of 
Gormeans)- fis Caoility of ocnaunbe bine ahah tig Chilian 


f{rentior took soveTal Goruan, Oulu. ane Chiidan supjcots to Buri- 
Loone and tisy formed tuc tagkaus oe toa pe ent villacts. The 
houzes in Bardlvohe ers wi. oF OGl 10 
g4on with & foros of GO wane Dus Ge ir afvorts tio proud Mt 
forea.. bhava bios pe Otasa ly sicaria Of %.2 pangits ant hipusay~ 
man wey Ange tod bu se roomntly au five yo we G6 

Like Heiwsd Tuapd,en tua shor. ey auto. B yilesne 41s bituat od, 
45 one of bia most pL otur gone Lskos An the rojion. Tt is 7H? 
motres vabova ou Lavi and 7% Khlonetars Longe Wabuel Huaps 
mouns "Toland of the Ticera? and in tag Lduapid vwatars of tho 
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Lloke the pnOwwOaLrp oud pountaing ars foflvoted. Thare ara a nuabar - 


of Aslunds and the 1 “gant one 4s Iola. Victoria. ft has 


-Longth of 91x niles and boasts Guo ost exuberant vogotution 


and goryeous8 flowers dmaginadloe. In Lanu Nehuol Huapi,ws well 
40 in tna surrounding Lakes poron(or nutivs trcut)ataal—headed 
salmon,luko salmon,luke trout and Pye. ore abundant. 

Stook braoding turcuzhout tho ropion 46 the prince pal scuros 
of liviiheod and cn the ranohos thore are mony thousands of 
hesds of gutt1a,hor..os,shaar ,nouta, oto. Thess animals aro sold 
prinoipally te Chilian buyeyra on sogount of groater favility 
of transportation to Chilian narkots than to those of Argentina. 
Hevertbslous, during the favorable ceagon,& oonsiderabls nunibsr 
of cattle is driven fron Burdiloole to Poso Soni llosa(nearost 
railway gtation on Zapals line). 

Due to lack of polles a grout deul of oattle atealing goes 
on continually over the frontior. Tha Ohiiians in these regions 
with Lox exceptions, belong to the lowost olasags,and are genor~ 
ally escaped oriminais. They havo sooompi loses over the frontier . 
and through their afforts hundreds of heads: of outtle are atolon 
yearly. Until rocontly the Argentine Govornment had been power= 
loos ox indiffercnt to prevont this but a bill has just ss0a 
Congress oraating a "Polisia Fronteriza" (Frontier Polloo and it 
40 believed that this oorps will motorially acaiut in evoiding i 
yholesale robbary and frequent murder of oattle-broeders 4n the 
district. 

A oteam boat servios hag boon ostablished on Luke Nahuol Busey 
from Bariloche to Puerto Blaat(Chils) by tha Ocmpaita Sud Amori<t 
cans dé Transpor to Navezaoion South American Transport and 
Navigation Company» Tris oonpany 19 manoged by Ricardo Roth(a 
Gorman). Recontly Roth also purchased two motor trucks. One 4 
holds 37 passengers and the othor will carry thousands of kilos " 
of merchandise. A stoean boat and two launchos arc the only | 
yossels on the lake. : ‘ a 

The German element in the Lake district is almost ue strong 28. 

in southern Chilo. The Germans are oonsidersd as good colonists 
but bad neighbors. ee : 

On various ocoagions plens have beon dravn up to puild reads 
and establiohn good communications betwoon Reriloohe and Puerto 
Bleot(Chile). The distance 4g only 11 kilomotors. Howvever,due tc 
Lack of assistanoo on the part of the Government, 6° far. nothing 
hug been dono. Communications and transportation feoilitios,ovor 
for touriets,are of the moat primitive and unoer tain devoripticr 
It io said that a tourist gelden or never makes the trip twiss. 
Amaranto Suarez, the proprictor of "La Veloz" automobile oompany 
doolared himself a9 utterly disgusted with the diffioultiss and 
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tor trip fron HNouquen %° Barilosne means 49 gonsuaption 


A wo 
of 
4& younds of oil : 
4 kilos of groase i 
1 ousing 


20 tins of naztha 
and frei Ll to 90 tupsse 


The total cost of one triy 45 estimated, .t 500 w/nlor +310 
U.S. ocurrency?s 

There ara alac ausomobile Lines fro. gapale to San Mur tin 
de 10s Andos{ 55 Leacuss) Zapalea to Lis Lajas, (15 loauoes) and 
Pilcaniyeu to Teoka, (80 La.wugs) not tc montion the numorous 
Lines in Chubut. , 

The Cordillera region 15 excecdingly rion in florea and faunse 
Among ths forest trees thore ara syoraou nytlo, oinnancn, Laure) , 
willows, pinas, spar tiwa Noodthuys® tradalas" "palo anakillo, palo 
pichi, palo santo". (The five just ara Indian and Spanish names). 

Fruit txroos io Suds applos, Pears, Plume ,cherz ton. There are 
also otrayvberrises (wild and cultivated) in abundance ,ourrants, 
raspberries and gooseberrics, 3t0- 

In the Cordijlera there are guanacos, deer or nusmul, Amerioan 
puna (panther ) Sttors, foxes and rabbi ta- Geeso, ostriches, gulls, 


The Rio Negro territory has beon called tho "pardon of the 
Republic" ana tho Lake District the fArgentine Switzerland”. 
However laok of transportation facilities and cost of same has 
been the greatest obstacle to development ond progress. 

Many plans have been dram up at airreront times for railways, 
huge y Prone furniture factories, hoters and a national park, 
wut up to the present the region apd ite 4mmense riches have 
remained praotically inaccessible. : 

Attcohed hereto ore & map and 8 photographs in oonneotion wit? 
the above report. 
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On the night of Thursday, February 20th, 1219, 
there wag & demonstration in the Calle Florida near the ocrner 
of Tucunan, composed, it was said, of the employees of the 
Gath & Chaves Stores in Buenos Aires. 


Lieut. Olcott, Aesiatant Military Attaghé, at yy 
this Embassy was a witness to the demonstration and reports 
as follows:- 


There were about fifteen hundred people in the nw 
parade. Most of these people were well dressed and had faces 
of the average, intelligent type. They were singing, whistling 
and shouting such cries as:— "Down with Irigoyen!", "Let the 
Port Strike be Terminated" and "Long Live the Allies" etc. 
Upon asking what the disturbance was about, Lieut. Oloott was 
informed that it was the Radical League of Protest led by Sefior 
Villanueva, the President, in demonstration against the reduction 
of wages in the house of Gath and Chaves, and 4n protest against 
the continuance of the Port Strike, now in effect, which was : 
causing merchants to reduce their wages because of the resultant ; 
bisiness tie-up. , The parade was diverted from Calle Florida . - ’ 
down Calle Tucuman by some policeman. Lieut. Olcott was inform- } 
ad that the participants wers going somewhere in the Paseo de 
Julio for the purpose of speech-making. 


Binding Margin. 


On Friday evening at five o'clock all the waiters 
in the tea room of Harrod's Department Store went on strike as 
@ result of their wages having been lowered from $76 to $ 50 
Argentine ourrency. This happened at five o'olook Friday, Feb. 
Zlst, 1919 at the time when most of the people of Buenos Aires — 
are gathering in the best plsces for tea. 


Both of these demonstrations were undoubtedly 
actuabediby the government's failure to adjust the pending question 
in the Port which has out off shipping, put merchants in straighten 
ed ociroumstances and as a result has caused the lowering of wages 
to the dismay of the workingmen. 
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The following was published in Boletin Wilitar No.5235,on Feb- 
ruary 7,1919: 
"The Executive Power of the Nation--- i 
Decrees: ; 
Art.1° Acceptance of resignation presented by Sefior Fedexico Al- 
varez de Toledo as Minister Seoretary of State in the Navy Depart- 
ment,and thanks him for important services rendered. LA | 
Art.3° The aforesaid portfolio is hereby entrusted to the Ministey = | 
Seoretary of State in the War Department,Dootor Julio Moreno." ° 


"The Military Attaché of the United States,Colonel Smith, ao- ; | 
companied by Colonel Reybaud,of our Army,visited the General Di- * 
rection of Administration yesterday. The Director General of 
that Department accompanied Colorml Smith on his visit through | 
all the sections and explained ’the work of same." This item is 
taken fran "La Prensa" of February 6,1919. 


: 
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It was announced in "La Razon" on February 17th that the follow 
ing oandidates would be promoted to Generals and Colonels in the 
Argentine Army: To Generals of Division the present Generals of 
Brigade,Gregorio Velez and Rioardo-Cornell. To Generals of Bri-. 
gade: Colonels Carlos J.Martinez,Nioolas de Vedia and Enrique 

‘Jaureguiberry. : ‘ re 


Recently it was suggested that the Military districts should . 
take finger print impressions in triplicate instead of in dupli- 
oate only of men enrolled. In this way not only would the res— . iF 
peotive district and the Files of the General Direction of Per- : 
sonnel have an impression but the Federal Police could also be 
furnished with one. In this way muoh useless labor could be done 
away with. eS, ae Cee ee 


Certain difficulties have arisen with referenoe to the presen-. 
tation of the 1898 olass of oconsoripts which was fixed by a de- 
oree of the Exeoutive Power for period comprised between 15th and 
30th of Maroh,1919. This,however, ooinoides with date.set.for .. 
national eleotions whioh falls on Mardh 33rd. The olass called. 
up for the 15th is supposed to join within the following 15 days; 
therefore the new consoripts oannot oomply with. their.oivic duties 

ae unless they turn up after the 34th. This does hot leave the. ~ 

: authorities suffioient time to fulfill all duties relative to 

\ inoorporation of the men. For this reason it‘has been thought — 

‘ likely that the incorporation of the men should be postponed until . 

: after Maroh 30th or else have it take place from Maroh lst to 15th 
In this way even though the conscripts who join do not vote those 
who are disoharged will be able to do so having terminated their . 
military service. It appears that of the .two solutions proposed — 
the finst 1s more favored in political olroles while the military 

lewent objects to it. However the decision rests with the = 

\woutive Power. Coen oe 


Se oe 


_The veincorporation of the conscripts.of the 1897 Class (due 
to revolutionary strike in Buenos Aires) hes been taken advantage 
of by the authorities to have the men-repair the roads to Campo 
de liayo. At present the lst Battalion of Engineers is engaged in 
this work under Lieut.Colonel Groso Soto. It 1s carried out 
alternating with wilitary exercises. It 46 stated that the 
numexvous paths between the barracks Rave been immensely improved 
due to this circumstance,and next winter they will not present 
the serious problem they did in previous years. 


A few days ago a conscript who had escaped from the "Companhia 
de Daciplina” (Disciplinary Company) presented himself to the 
Ministry of Var. He stated to the General Secretary of the 
Miniatry,Colonel Vacarezza, that he had run away on acccunt of 

the bad treatment he had suffered. He showed his injured shoulders. 
which,he said,was due +o the ‘beatings he had received. He had 

four during the three months he was 4n the company. The conscript 
stated that he had no complaint against the commander of the 
ecmpany or the officers. The sub-officers were to blame,and they 
were very careful that the men's complaints should never reaoh 
headquarters. It 18 reported that an investigation will be 

carried out. 


In an artidle entitled "Tiro Nacional" (National Firing) "La 
Prens&" comments on the subject and remarks that much money. -. 
could be saved the Government and more satisfactory results 
obtained by a little care and good management. In the course 
of 13 years from 1905 to 1917 the sum of $4.360.000 pesos has 
been expended on firing practioe----this shows an annual: mean 
of abcut 385.000 pesos. The number of oartridges used during 
1917 was over 4.460.000 approximating 446.000 pesos in value. 
As only.about 40.000 reservists went to the firing stands,and 
there are 450.000 in the nine classes,the number of reservists 
who practised was less than ten percent. Therefore the logical 
_ deduction is that if for 10 % of the reservists, who fire twice 

a year,$781.000 is spent---should all the reservists attend 
over 8 millions would be required. These conolusions would go 
to show.that some economical system must be adopted,and it is 
suggested that era and ammunition should not be used. ‘ 
; SET Ceres 
‘Ag , 


ve Recently the Bubnogs Airss press hes had much matter on 
a 


viation,and especially militery aviation in Argentina. The 
following items ef interest are culled from the local press: 


The Military Sohcol of: Aviation ‘at El Palomar has recently, 
been informed ‘by Captain Brihuega, who 4s ona gpedial mission - 
to Europe, that the Italian Government has stated its intention . 
of donating twenty fighting machines ‘to the Argentine Government 


for use in the Militery Sohool. It'is said that these aeroplanes 
are of the Caproni type. 


A Spad aeroplane (880 H.-P.) has arrived at the port of Buenos 
Aires on a.Frenoh vessel. Due to the strike it has been impossible 
to unload it up to the present (Feb.13,1919). The aeroplane was 
purchased in France for the "Crossing of the Andes Committee" | 
and is one of the most perfected types of machines known. In ; 
the same vessel extra pieces and motors have also arrived. It \ 
4s said that the machine will be placed at the disposal of — \ 
Lieut.Zenni of the Argentine Army to attempt the orossing of . 
the Andes over the highest point. cia Ge haw 2 


' 
i 
i 
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Major Scott of the British Army,Chief Flying Instructor in 
that Army has arrived in Buenos Aires and has beet presented 
to the Argentine Ministry of War. Once -h - 

roplane Haj or oot. tozanra 
at e 


of War the programme of inatruction to be carried out in the 
School of ifilitery Aviation. 


"La Union" in its issue of February 19tr,1919 remarks that 
considerebie attention is being attracted by the fact that 
numercus foreign aviatcrs are coning to Argentina,and Buenos 
Adres bide fair to becoming the aviation headquarters of Scuth 
America. that surprises the aforesaid paper ie that these avia- 
sors are from those countries which, according to the Argentine 
“pupturiste", would leave Argentine severely alone after the 
var,i.e. Aliies("La Unions" is a pro-German paper). I% appears 
that the yeat 1919 will be an excecticnal one for Argentine 
Aviation. 

Lieut.Enrique Buxzio, of the Italian Army hes already arri- 
ved in Puencs Aires. He is a member of the ~ Demarchi ii+ssgion. 
This fission is-compesed of 12 military aviators(Italian) and ' 
has @ dersonnel of mechanics of 70 men. On the arvivai of the 
Wiegion in Buenos Aires it is said that 4% will cffer the 
Argentine Governmuent----in the name of the Italian Government--~ 
two aeroplanes,one for reconnaissance and the other for _ 

‘ action. 

' The Italian mission is bringing 20 machines. There are six 

Svea biplanes;of these three heve Fiat motors,6 cylinders and 

‘ 300 HP,with a velcoity of 360 kilometers per hour. These eaero- 

planes can stay 8 hours in the air. They have cnly one seat 

and are armed with a Fiat machine-gun which fires 500 shots per - 

minute. The other three Sva mechines have Isotta Frasohini 
motors,6 vertical oylinders and 300 HP. Like the machines ne Sa 

, described above, they have one seat and oarry a machine-gun. 

Besides the above, the Mission is bringing four Caproni 
viplanes,for bombing. Two of these have Fiat motors and the 
other two have Fraschinis. Each machine of this type carries . 
three moters,three propellers and three rudders. They are armed 
with two machine-guns,have & velocity of 160%kilometers per 
hour and oan remain 14 hours in the air. These machines gan 
i carry up to five tons of bombs,and when unarmed carry 10 

passengers. Two of the other machines are of the Fiat type, 
- #or reconnaissance. The motors are also Fiat 300 HP,and «. 
velooity is 180 kilometers per hour. They can fly for ten 
consecutive hours,carry a& machine gun,seats for driver and ’ 
eeec ie or observer,and can further. carry & oargo ef 300 
OB. ; 
For instruction two Aviatik biplanes ana two Farman biplanes 
are being brought. The former have LeRhone motors of 120 HP, 
@ velocity of 160 kilometers per hour and oan keep 7 hours in 
- the air. The latter have Colombo motors,120 HP and a velocity i 
of 120 kilometers per hour. The mission further brings four 
hydroaeroplanes. Two are of the Mh 7 type for bombing and 
reconnaissanoe,and two of the M 9 type. The have Isotte Fras— 
chini motors. The former are of 160 HP and a velooity of 160 
kilometers;the latter have 300 HP and cover 340 kilometers 
per hour. Later on, the Mission will bring out a dirigible and 
two observation baloons to Argentina. 


ives | treme een lees 


‘ . Atathe workshops of the Military Sohool of Aviation the | 
construction of 14 biplanes of the Caudron type has just been : 
commenced. These will be used for treining anc instructicn. { 

Eight motors have been yurchased for use in these machines. 
-It is hoped to purchase four more later on, and thus, 13 machines | 
_ will be ready for use in the School during the ourrent year. — 


| 
\ 


; * On February 30,1919 it yas reported in "La Nacion" of that 
x ‘date that Lieut.Zanni,of the Argentine Army would shortly 
7 attempt the orossing of the Anies over the highest peaks. 
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2 is understood that the attemrt will be mide early in the 
month of Merch,and the 320 HP Spac maciiine which has arrived in 
the port of Buencs Aires wili be used. fo 


: “a 
- On February 19th,1919 the Executive Power of the Nation_ 
signed a decree promoting to the vank of captain the following 
Argentine aviators: l'at Lieut. Pedro Zanni,Albsrto Gonzalez 
Albarracin ,Carlos Jinenez Kra.er,Leopoldo A, Casarega, Edgardo 
Benavente,Baldonero Bledue, Jorge J.ianni, Agtust{n Varona, Elisendo 
C.Pisano and Enrique Padilla. Of the abvove named c£ficers 
only Captains Zanni,Gonzdlez Albarracfn and Manni are actively 
engaged in aviation. work at present. 


_ Lieut.Colonel Paezrtiné,ex-liilitary Attdené to the Argentine 

cay Legation in Germany (he was military attaché during the War 

gave a lecture at headquarters of the General Staff of the Army 
on February 20,1919. Colonel Pertine's lecture was of an extreme- 
ly technical nature thrcughcut. He touched on the evolution 
undergone by the difierent arms during the course of the war, 
referring especially to infantry. This latter point he explained 
with great oclarity,reading authentic documents to illustrate his 
statements. This brought forth exceptional interest by those 
present who,on teruimation of the leoture,congratulated Cclonel 
Pertiné enthusiastically. Military Attaches in Argentina were 


not invited. 
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"Arsenal Puerto ifilitar"the principal navel base of Ar- 
gentina is situated in the Gulf of Bahia Blanca on the South- 
| ern coast of the Province of Buenos Aires. This naval station 
derives its importance from its being the base of the Argen- 
tine high seas fleet;the seat of Argentina8 only system of 
coast artillery defénsesseand from its proximity to the City 
of Bahia Blanoa (18 miles to the North West) which city is a 
terminal of the Buenos Aires and Great Southern and the Buenos 
Aires and Pacifico railways.The City of Bahia Blanca possesses 
a system of port works of great magnitude,the principal ones 
of which are the ports of the two railways. above mentioned, 
the Port of Ingeniero White,and another,a French concession. 

Puerto Militar is connected with the City of Bahia Blanca 
by a single track broad guage railway whioh traverses a barren 
and level seotion not unlike our Arizona-lexioan frontier. This 
"Puerto Militar" branoh line joins the main railway (Great 
Southern)at a small station celled "Grunbein". 

The Arsenal Puerto Nilitar is completely under naval con- 
trol and is administered by a Rear Admiral and an efficient 
teohnical staff. Twenty years ago this site was a barren waste 
of shifting sand dunes ,but today is covered with groves of | 
trees, principally eucalyptus,and well gardened shrubbery. _ 

Acoompanying this report is a marine ohart on whioh the 
port oconstruotion,dry dooks,and basins are shown-and by refer- 
ence to my reports no.877 May 4th,1917,and no.889 May 23nd. 
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pital and a drive around the surrounding country-In port at 
the. time were the Argentine dreadnaughts "Rivadavia" and "Ho- 


garrison. aM pie oS 
The terrain for an average of three miles inland. from the 
coast line is likewise a succession of- dunes with little or no 


> 


' 


s 
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vegetation . Fortunately for this railway line,its oreration is 
under cover of the dunes thus rendering observation of the train 
quite impossible from the sea. On leaving Puerto wilitar this 
railway skirts the Arroyc Pareja snen follows practically a 
straizns line until almost seaching ane sea at Bal Tripodefrou 
whence i¢ pavallels the coast line at a distance of about 300 
yarde,to a point not far Ea t of Daliza.,ghice (see char’). —_ 

Upon questioning and from rersonal observation I Learned that : 
the lang defense system of Puerto dilitar.consis<s of a line of 
seven batteries numbered 1 to 7,-frem bast to Neat. Numbers 1 and 
2 are projected only and will be located between Punta Tejada and 
Belze Chica. These two batseries (ties.1 and 2)7i11 be mortar bat=- 
teries and their materiel is now in the naval depesit at Tigre 
near Buenos Aires. Tne weseriel for these mortar patteries con 
sists of she following: 12 coast nowitzers of 28 centimeters each, \ 
Length 12,model 1898,made by xrupp,see Wy report 1585 February llth. 
191¢. ye : . 
Tne remaining battcries nuubered 3 to 7 (from East to West) are 
alose to the water edge, say from 150 to 200 meters. 

Observing no marks or special signs from which I could later 
accurately plot the patseries on the acconpanying chart,I have how- 
aver attempted to locate them on the chart from memory and such 
caloulations as I was eble to make. I was taken into batteries 
3,4 and 5 and found them to be identical. The Commendant informed 
me that the remaining batteries nos.6 and 7,are also the same. 

From personal observation and information given me by the Comman- 
dant on the spot I found shat in each of the five batteries there. 
are four Krupp breech loading rifles of 34 centimeters each slength 
35,models 1880 to 1887 but since improved. Between each gun is an 
earth and masonry treverse. All guns are mounted on barbette,and 
have a sweep of 120 degrees each, making 1% possible for adjoining 
batteries to crosses fire in the channel and for battery 3 to ocom- 
mand the channel of "La Manuelita"(see chart). 

Each battery is built into a sand dune which slopes gradually 
to the water's edge 100 to 150 meters away. The masonry of the 
{interior of each work is of native stone with cement floor. The 
height of the guns above water is on an average of 20 feet. Each 
gun has its independent magazine . The top of the battery parapets 


the muzzles of the guns is 4 growth of weeds of sufficient height 
+o soreen them from view & nd this with the sandy material and 
sorub vegetation of the exterior slope of the works renders them 
invisible from the direction of the sea. Guns were covered with 
black canvas casings and this with the light colored oement plat— 
forms would make them easily visible from the air. 

Immediately in rear of each work are commodious barracks and 
quarters for the battery personnel,and after. much careful labor 
tree planting and gardening , these quarters have been made into 
very attractive spots in which sufficient fruits and vegetables 
ave raised to sustain the battery personnel. 

4 the time of this visit the new contingent of naval consoripts 
was reporting and being assigned to the batteries for garrison 
and instruction. 

Between bateries 4 and 5 and about 1000 meters 4nland there 
are mountings and platforms for a proving: ground-with line of 
fire perpendicular +o the ooast line. This proving ground oan 
utilize a range of 10,000 meters. On the grounds. 1s also & nounting 
for 18 inoh guns »which mounting was presented to the Argentine 
navy by the Bethlehem Steel ‘Company U.S.A. At the proving grounds 
there is also a steel observation tower about Z00 feet high which . 
should be a good landmark from the sea. as ; 

There appeared to be no searoh-light system at all in connection 
with this system of defenses and I was ijformed that there are no 
small guns for defense of mine fields. Oe _ 
The channel from the sea to Puerto Alitar is about 4000 meters 
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I was informed by the Adiifrel Conundant that she “Argentine 
Army engineers have recently completed a‘ survaynof the area in rear 
of the line of the batteries on a scale of 1:10,000 and tnats 1% is tne 
intention®constzuct or at least locate lines of defense to repeil 
attack from the rear. Tha Admiral stated also that he has recomended 
the dismantlement of No.3 battery and that the governuent purchase 
four 16 inch guns of the disappearing type to take the place of the 
Krupp 24 centimeter cuns in battery no.3. 

It is the intention also at sone future time to locate heavy 
mortar batteries on the Islands Bemiejo end Trinidad opposite the 
batteries (ase chert). 


Attack of these batteries from the land side would of course 
follow upon successful landing somewhere in the Province of Buenos 
Alres or approach via the Gobernacion de la Pampa. The Argentine 
flest being brushed aside would rermit a landing at ifar del Plata 
(Province of Buenos ‘Aives)a t which point a large artificial harbour 
is now,but slowly,under construction. This construction is of the 
break-water type of heavy rubble and nointed masonry, the walls ex- 
tending seaward and converging to form an entrance gate to the port. 
These two walls or breakwaters with the beach line,form a triangular 
Shaped basin of sufficient surface to accommodate a considerable 
number of vasseld,unon completion of the port. Undoubtedly in the 
future the Argentine Government must providsa for the defense of this 
port and the commanding heights immediately on the North of the port 
will afford exosllent sites for coast artillery fortifications. 

In January of this year the light oruiser "San Martin" was able 
to anchor very close to this port and tie sea permitted sending the 
orew asore in numbers. 

With reference to the map of Argentine Railways furnished your 

‘ office with my report no.86l March 26th.1917,1t will be noticed that 
the Provinoe of Buenos Alres is seamed with railways which foous on. 
the City of Bahia Blanca or the immediate vicinity of Pusrto Militar. 
Attention is also invited to the railway line from Mar del Plata to 
Bahia Blanca. There is a dirt road from Mar del Plata to Bahia Blanca 
which in dry weather would be passable for troops, but I am informed 
that supply wagons and artillery would have to be dzawn by oxen in 
wet weather. ; 

‘To within an average distance of three miles,on the land side 
of the Puerto Militar batteries,the terrain is the gently rolling 
pampa of wheat and pasture,and approaching the batteries closer the 
attacking party would have to enter a zone of sand dunes and sorubd : 
vegetation . As each of the batteries ig made habitable only by means . 
of the irigation and planting in ite immediate vicinity,the presence ~ 
of olumps of eucalyptus forrest and cther vegetation will easily dis- 
olose their approximate location. 

As there are no army garrisons of any consequenoe nearer than the 
puerta fen Buenos Aires,La Plata and Uercedes,at the present time, 
Puerte'ts without the immediate support of the army. 


tia la tbe 2 SPE ee TE 


ee tn a ine ance 


South Africa, for example. 


between A and B 
like B because 


he 


being merely a worker at the dock of A, doesn't 


(B) has refused to 


employ D ( a workman in the 


works 


B. 


because of D's having attempted to 
D, however is a workman, unknown to Cc. 


dynamite the works of 
Due to: the-fact that 


D is a member of a local union,perhaps, 


C refuses "on principle" 


to load the goods of B on A's ship thereby interfering with — 


the performance of the contract with 
regard to Argentine law in respect to 


A in that respect. With ~ 
“DHoyootts" it may be stated 


that it is identically the same as that of the United States 


( the constitution of Argentina and 1 
copied almost verbatim with the excep 


egal processes having been 
tion that a man is pre- 


sumed to be gukity until he proves himself innocent ,as in France.) 


Precedent in the United States seems to 


be against the legality 


of “boyoott." this is the argument of the shippers and tha law . 
which they are quoting as against the workers. = | 


The question, then, resdlves itself into one of dis- 


cipline. 


ly control the shippers’ work. 


If the boycott is allowed, the workmen will practical~ 
Asa result of this, 


the shipper 


will be in the courte all the time with regard to the breaking 


of contracts with manufacturers and exporters. 
-has already arisen between Bianoi & Co. 


Co. agents for the Osaka Shoshen: Kaisha 
and other lines here. =. of ae 


ee oe 


 A-case like this 
and the American Trading 
(Osaka Steamship Go.) 


It has been erroneous) 


y stated that the present situa- 


tion is a lock-out; 


‘it isa strike, pure and .simple, 


over the 


single right of boycott. . The shippers and workers are-ready to 
agree on every point except the: poyoott.: The workers insist. on 
the boycott. The Céntros ge.Navegacién - cannot allow thie, boycott 
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The Port Strike situation in Buenos Aires is revolving 
| around a few more or less fixed points:— 
a). Boycott. ( Attitude of the Workers.) 
b). Attitude of Government. 
CG). Attitude of Centros de Navegacién ( Réver and 
Transatlantic. . 
As explained to this office by two of the best ‘known _ 
| shippers in the city of Buenos Aires, the Centros de Navggacion 
| cannot give in to the right of boycott demanded by the workers -—- 
if they did, it would simply mean that they close their doors. 
| a To be brief, the boycott is simply this:- 
| d ®. Suppose A ownsa steamship line, or is shipping 
en) agent for a group of steamship lines. B is a man who owns a 
3 quebracho works in the interior of the Republic. For export 
RI purposes, B, contracts with A to ship a lot of his goods to ; 
e C, who has no interest in the contract 


, 
{ 
i 
{ 


‘because it would mean the immediate cessation of their busi-~- 
ness, 


The workmen have now gotten to the point of claiming 
the right of dictation with regard to whom the shippers shall 
take aboard their ships, declaring that the shippers have no 
right to discharge a man from work, unless they ( the workmen ) 
consent to such discharge. This the shippers cannot and 
will not agree to because it means ruination to their business. 


The only possible referee in this matter is the govern 
ment. The government, however, has taken no really intelli- 
gent stand in the matter. The REAL question of the hour is 
the boycott and in this matter the government has said nothing, 
By their manifesto, the ministers have simply shifted the battle 
from one field into another, leaving the same question to be 
fought over without alteration. 


The stevedore dictators are ruled by Spanish anarchists 
of the most dangerous type. The shippers take the stand that 
the etrike is not German/operated and ridicule the idea that 
German money is behind the strike, Thef shipping agents say 
that this is an Argentine political war, nothing more. The idea 
of Germany being behind this strike is not sound because Ger 
many has everything to lose and nothing to gain. 


Captain Galbraith, head of the stevedores doing the 
work for the American Trading Company, stated in substance that 
over 80% of his men want to return to work but they are prevent- 
ea from doing so by the threats and actual acts of violence 
On the part of the dictators, One man did "dare" to go to 
work and as a result of his "audacity" was captured by the 
leaders and put in a dank cellar for forty-eight hours. At the 
conclusion of his confinement he was dragged up on a platform 
before a group of workers, made to eat bread and water as a 
sign of submission and was thezescorted thru' the docks guarded 
by four men armed with "black-jacks" and forced to oall men 
from their work, - Another man who also went to work had his 
wife subjected to unbelievable barbarities and was forced to 
witness the burning of his furniture after it had been piled in 


the streets by the henchmen of the leaders, IF this terrorism 


can be broken by government protection, the’ workmen will return 
to work despite the edicts of the leaders and the back-bone of 
resistance will be broken, 


The Centros de Navigacién have banded together for 
mutual protection, refusing to have any work done by workmen 
unless they abandon the boycott idea. Those shippers and 
shipowners who, for finanoial reason, insist on having their 
ships unloaded by workmen who have not: agreed to the shippers! 
terms are "black-balled" from the Centros for all times to come. 
The reason is obvious. The arbitrary action of these "rebels" 
simply weakens the oause of the shippers by leadéng the strikers 
te believe that their cause may succeed if they hold out a while 

onger. _ 


It is well to mention that the soum of the world is 
employed-in the Buenos Aires dooks, ‘The workers are, as a whole 
not citizens of the Argentine, but, by. the laws of the country, 
they are entitled to a vote in the élections. These men are — 
ignorant, vicious and superstitious. Since President Yrigoyen 
got his office by virtue of obtaining only 31 Of the votes of 
the country, he only too well realizes the fact that he needs 
these votes to maintain his prestige. It is thought that for 
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ith further states that his men will go io work 
in a moment and not think about boycotting if the government 


will but offer sufficient police protection. The only ones 
who will not return to work are those who "are perpetually 


disgruntled and the worst workmen of the lot who want. twice as 
much woney as they are worth." 


Captain Galovra 


ing Port Services, 
d and it ig thought 

in as decoys to see 
olice protection. 


Under the recent act Nationaliz 
about five hundred (500} men have registere 
that the Unions have simply sent theee men 
whether ot not the government will offer p 


One of our conclusions then is made by the process 
of reasoning:- 


a). For protection, the Centros MUST stand fixm.. 

b). The laborers have to work to live. 

c). The government is attempting +o bring the parties 
together on a ground upon which they cannot and 
will not agree -- allowance of boycott. 

d). Result:- Deadlock, which if not settled soon 
will result in a serious, if not bloody situation, 


em eee none 


Undoubtedly the present paralysis in the port of 

Buenos Aires is going to bring about a commercial panic in the 
Argentine Republic. Local merchants cannot meet their draf te, 

according +0 local ship—brokers, because they cannot pay for 
goods that they cannot receive in hand ready for sale. fhe banks 
have been as lenient as possible, but are now running short of 
money themselves and will have to make some demands on the mer— 
chants. Since the merchants cannot meet these drafts and money 
papers because of lack of ready cash and default of merchandise, 
the only course left for them seems to be bankruptcy, since 
money is getting too "tight" to borrow. As an example on 
board two ships in the harbor, HAWAII MARU and TACOMA MARU, 
there is a huge amount of Japanese perishable material whioh is 
rotting and depreciating in value daily; in addition to this 
there is a quantity of carnival material aboard which, if not 
gotten off immediately will be valueless until March of next 
year, Aboard the Brazilian ship GCUYABA there is at present 
sugar which is turning into molasses due to heat and bad storage 
quar ters. The tremendous loss to merchants and shippers is 
evident. To move these ships to MONTEVIDEO and discharge them | 
means an expenditure of § 80,000 U.S.C. per ship. To leave them 
here in the port means an expenditure of $5,000 U.S.Gold per day. | 


Again the loss is evident. 


All this is caused by the government failing to make 
the strikers live up to their agreement. In the first place, 
the government lied to the shippers openly telling them that the 
strikers had agreed to terms and were ready to work. This was { 
| not the case for the workers had not agreed to any terms such 
as was stated for immediately upon their return to work they 
openly violated their a reement. Up to date the Ministers of 
Marine, Interior , War the President ) and Public Works have 
had a shot at the strike situation, all with indifferent success 
and without displaying any marked signs of intelligence, or 
genius, with regard to the situation. 


Another cause for grievance on the part of the Centros 
de Navigacién ( transatlantic and river ) is that the government . 
sent them the draft of thei manifesto regarding the nationalizing 
of Port Services and requested that a committee from the Centros 
go over the manifesto and make what corrections and additions thy 
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deemed fit and necessary. This committee was appointed and 
the requested corrections made and suggestions appropriate to — 
the situation were added. But, when the manifesto was publish 
ed by the government, not a single suggestion or correction 
made ¢by the committee*from the Centros”had“been incorporated 
into the docunent. fee this reason the Ce:tros de Navggacion 
have asked the government for an interpretation of the act -- 
whether they are to understand that the suggestions and correc+:. 
tions were not received, not correct, not acceptable or what 
was the trouble. No answer has been received that clears up 
this point. What the outcome will ultimately be, no one knows. 


NOTE:~ Heretofore there have beer too many men for the 
available positions aboard ship. The Centros objected to the 
action teken by the unions. This action consisted in giving 
each man hia turn at the position whether it were agreeable to. 
the company or not. One week steward A would work. Perhaps 
A would be a good worker with services satisfactory to the 
company. The company would wish to retain him permanently, but 
no, the next week B would be sent aboard to take A's place even 
tho' B were a man unsatisfactory for the work, The company 
might protest this action but the workers would simply strike 
and that ended the matter. here was no discipline aboard ship. 


On..the 25th of February 1919, the number of ocean going 
yeeselssy in the vicinity of Buenos fires containing cargo for 
that city numbered 181 vessels. On that date some of these 
vessels were unloading their cargo at Montevideo Uruguay and 
at La Plata Argentina, after whitch they plan to load cargoes of 
meat and grain at LaPlata and Rosario respectively. It so 


‘happens that vessels at La Plata can tie up immediately along- 


side of the refrigerating plants and the meat can be placed aboan 
by the employees of the plants. At Rosario grain can be shot 
directly from the elevators into the holde of the ships. With 
Buenos Aires, the situation is different, necessitating the handling 
of the cargoes in lighters and the handling by stevedores. In 
consequence the strike activities in the port of Buenos Aires 
have completely orippled the operations. There has been total 
paralysis since the precipitation: ¢ the strike on the 10th of 
January this year (1919). The river and coast steamers main- 
tained by German interests have acceded to the demands of the 
port strikers from the very first moment and it is said that. 
these workers:( of the German lines ) together with men of other 
"unions", are contributing to the support of the port laborers 
now on strike, the German boatmen giving as much ad 60% of their 
wages towrrd this end. Xt is eastimated that the number of men 
engegedi in the port strike at present is 14,000. 


On the 87th of February 1919 the Oentros de Navigacién, 
( Transatlantic and River ) were sent.a rather ineffective let- 
ter by the sub-sectetary of the Repartment of the Interior in- 
which letter an attempt is made to clear up points in re the 
government's declaration. The reply of the spokesman of the 
Centros de Navegacién shows how this letter has failed to ao- 
complish its mission and how the affairs in the port are still 
suspended in thin air, The anewer is as. follows:- 
a). Sub-secretary's letter saysthat strikes and 
boyootts are to be prevented because they inter- 
fere with publio welfare. ( Anawer :- Well and 
good; but what means are to be employed in putting 
an end to all this 7?) 


b). Sub-secretary's letter says that all port work 
ig to be put under the direction of the Port Cap- 
tain for the prevention of further trouble 
( Anewert- Again well and good; but nothing has been 
said with regard to "choosing Ireely on the part 


a 


ith which they ( the workmen) 


of the workmen of the personnel Ww 
tt ~- the question of the 


desire to work", This is the boyco 
strike.) 


c). phic act will prevent strikes, lockouts and 
boycotts. ( Anewer:- Again the question HOW? 
What will happen if the workmen wont go back to 


work despite the edict. 


On the other hard we have the Workmen trying to clear 
up their rights by stating that the right to boycott is not 
illegal as it was used by the Argentine Government itself as 
againet German firme on the "Black List." ( However here the 
workmen have made an error. There is still the case on record 
wherein the Mihanovitch Line ( Argentine Company but with 
British Capital ) refused to take German goods aboard and were 
summarily ordered to by the Argentine Government, In other 
words, this steanship company attempted to "boycott" a German 
firm and were ordered to refrain from any such actions by the 


Argentine Government. If then, why not now?) . 
The workmen declare that:- 


A). The management of the shippers houses has no righ t 
to deny them the privilege to meet together and to 


organize for mutual benefit. 


b). That they are a part of the pompanie as well as 
the stock-holders. They have a right to refuse to 
do the work of a man who acts in a manner detriment 


al to the company. 


c). Since the managements of the various companies— 
have the right to refuse to do the work of a man 
who deals unfairly with them ( the management ) 80 
the workers have a right to refuse to deal with a 
man who treats them unfairly. 


d), he right of boycott is a just right and will be 
exercised by the workmen against whomever they wish. 


We see the three "fixed points" mentioned at the first 
of thie report, as far apart as ever and the solution no nearer 
than at any time during the strike. 


Of one thing we are sure that there are bright minds -- 
more than the average mind -- behind the doings of the strikers. 
The Centros de Navegacién have used American Legal Precedent 
in their argument with the strikers and the strikers have hurl- 
ed the same precedent back with great force at the Centros, us-~ 
ing some parts of corporation law dealing with the right of one 
corporation to refuse to do with another. Sinoe they lay their 
claim as "being just as much a part of the company as the manag- 
nent" the point is well taken if the hypothesis be allowed. 


On February 38th, 1919, the strike situation has got- 
ten even farther from a solution than ever before. The action of 
the government with regard to the strike seems to be more lethar- 
gic than ever. Several interesting phases have developed, and 
are in process of development with regard to the strike. 


_ It is rumored from very competent sources ( identity 
of which this office is requested not to reveal ) that President 
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Sie et 


a group of workmen and politicians who informed him that 

were a damper not pus om the regristration under the govern- 

ment manifesto for nationalizing port services , he (Yrigoyen) 

stood in danger of losing not only thousands of votes, but 

the election as well. There seems to be no doubt that the 
E0vernnent is diecouraging rather than encouraging registra- 

tion at present, in spite of the fact that the government de- 

creed the registration. i 


From other authoritative source§ ( a man who is 
well informed as to governmental affairs and the politics of 
the country ) it was learned that a coup de etat may be ex- 
pected any moment. This coup Gc! etat WILL NOT be made by 
Bolshevik or Maximilist agitators but by patriotic Argentines 
for the purpose of remodeling their government and settling. 
the strike. The patriotic Argentines are beginning to real- 
ize that this is a young country and as xet weak in business 
and business foundation, Such proceedings as are at present 
going on,are weakening not only Argentine business at home 
but seriously affecting Argentine foreign commerce as well. 
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The above paragraph only ygozs to strengthen what 
was previausly said about the present strike being an Argentine 
political war rather than a machination of the Germans in this 
country. | 


It is clearly evident that something must break. 
The present situation cannot continue for very much longer, 
As it is, a business panic is almost sure to follow close on 
the heels of the strike. What the results of such a panic 
wight be’ can only, at best be conjecture, but suffice it to say 
that the outlook is anything but pleasant judging from exper-— 
iences since the beginning of this year, with radical elements 
im Buenos. Aires. 


As evidence of what the strike is doing to Buenos 

Aires andvAngentine trade, The American Trading Company has 
received a telegram from their New York office stating that there 
are no# more ships contempjated for Buenos Aires either sailing 
from Osaka or from New York, This is holding up valuable and 
much needed cargo for the Argentine - especially a shipment of 
steel from New York. Gasoline is getting scarce and prices are 
commencing to soar. The result of the whole situation is that 
prices are due for a terrific smash in Buenos Aires. While the 
prices may be high now due to the scaroity of many articles, | 
when the ships are unloaded there will be a horrible lot of dam— 
aged and rotted goods dumped upon the market to be sold at any 
price they can command. phe merchants will have to have money 
to "cover" from some place, This office was shown a freight man- 
ifest from one of the larger ships in port here. The ship has a 
general cargo and, with her"sister ship", also in port, is carry- 
| ing a cargo valued at & 137,000. In addition to this, the mer- 

chants will have to pay the demurrage on these ships which is 

£ 1000 per diem, in addition to all of which these merchants who 

are paying for the goods will get badly damaged goods to cover 
the expenses inourred in getting them here. This, then, will 
% give merely an idea of what it is costing the merchants and the 
5 Argentine in general for the strike to continue. 
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It might be acked why Kontevideo, Uruguay is not 

used as &@ port of discharge to save the loss to the merchants 
and shippers. The answer to this is that Montevideo is 
already crowded, There ia no more dock room available and 
the roadst_-ad is crowded with waiting ships. There is not 
room for even one more ship in Montevideo. Once merchandise 
is discharged in Nontevideo the only thing that can be done with : 
it is to allow it to rot by exposure to the elements since j 
all warehouses are filled and over-flowing. The question is 
simply as to which is better; deterioration by ex,osure to the 
elements or by waiting diccharge in a ship's hold. Rio de 

- Janiero is the only other port available, but, however, is 


Valueless as far as Buenos Aires trade goes. The same deter- 
joration would take place and the same problems have to be : 
fought cver when shipping from Rio de Janiero to Buenos Aires — 
as from Osaka or New York, Some ships are calling at Bio 


and selling bulk cargoes ( such as coal ) to local purchasers. 


en int syst 


No concluegion seems to present itself forthis situetion. 
As far as this office is able to ascertain, the situation is 
even blacker than ever. What the outcome will be, only the 


future and imagination can tell. 


the workers are still being terrorized, From the | 

casual encouters to be had with English speaking beggars, this - | 
office has learned of this fact. Recently an encounter was ' 
had with an American beggar and the following information 
{ 


gained:- 


That the man was a orane operator; that he really 
wanted to work; had tried to get to the United States to get 
in the army; couldn't get into the navy because of physical 
defects; that he was afraid to work because he knew the con- 
sequences; that he would probably be beaten and maybe killed 
if he tried working; that most of the wokkmen felt the way 


he did about goin, to work, 
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( Continuation of Report # 1623.) 


With reference to this report, your attention is 


invited to report # 1622 in which there is a statement made to 
the effeot that the strike in the Port of Buenos Aires at pre- 
sent is NOT due to German influence. Later developements have 
lead to a possibility of this statement being contrafuted, as 
will be subsequently noted, The difference is due to the dif- 
ference in the information possessed by the informant at the time 
that this report was written. : 


The Port of Buenos Aires remained more or less in the 
status quo of quiet paralyzation until the 18th of March when 


the Centros de Navigacién ( Transatlantic and River ) received 
an ultimatum from the Federation of Port Workers which stated 


in effect that the "armistice" period had passed and that action 
had to be taken at onue, otherwise a more violent situation would 
prevail in the port. Just what the nature of this violence would 
be was not stated in the ultimatum -- the shippers only intimat- 
ing that there might be disorders and possible destruction of 


property. 


Tae ultimatum, the shippers refused to answer. Their 
reason fof this was the fact that the ultimatum dealt with the - 
"“poycott", which they had previously refused ‘to déal with in any 
way whatsoever, because so doing would prejudice the stand they 
had already taken and agreed to stand by. ~ Se eg. 


It must also be remembered that the Centros de Navigacign 
refuse to deal with the workmen's delegates in any way whatso¢&me! 
they are not recognized. All dealings go thru* the Government 
office which happens to be handling the strike situation at the 


time. 


March 13th passed without excitement until evening when 
a hurried call was sent to the Centros saying that the workmen 
had a new proposition to offer. This proposition was that the 
workmen resume the operations in the port; the shippers paying 
them their back wages for the time of the strike ( 70 days plus) 


and Congress to decide whether or not the "boycott" be legal or 
not. The Centros were not very willing to acoept the proposition 
because of the payment of the "back pay" and because they feared 
a technicality which would allow of the"boyoott". What this tecn- 
nicality might have been was not explained to this office. As to 
the part regarding the séttlement by Congress as to whether of not 


= 


the "boycott" be legal or illegal, the shippers feel cer- 
tain of their ground. If Congress is so short sighted as” 
not to see the inevitable result of the "boycott" with regard 
to Argentine shipping and trade, then the shippers still have 
the opportunity of moving out of Buenos Aires to other places 
more favorablé to business, e.g.,- Montevideo. That some of 
the shipping firms and stemmship agencies are already planning 
for this is shown by the fact that the Royal Mail Steam Packet 
Company has already made preparations to move to Montevideo. 
If Congress should legalize "boycott", to quote one shipper:- 
"Commercially speaking, thete would be weeds in the 
streets of Buenos Airés in a month." 
Buenos Aires would be abandoned. 


To further the argument that the Argentine Government 
is playing for time and the élections may be quoted the fact 
that "by order of the government" the Port of Bahia Blanca 


‘( second port of the Argentine ) has been closed because of 
"inesanitary conditions", Quite properly it Bhould have been 


* elosed many months ago for this reason, since such conditions 


have been prevalent for quite some time, but have, in fact, 
improved in the past few weeks. Why was the port closed at 
this time -— worst of all times? To the average mind mere ob-= 
servation would indicate thefsuch action was particularly un- 
warranted at the present. his view is also substantiated 
by the statements and opiniones of shipping agents on the sub- 
ject. They cannot close LaPlat® because so doing would close 
down entirely the large Frigorificos and oreate a chaotio con~ 
dition in labor ciroles. fhe government also realizes the 
folly of closing down the port of Rosario because of the trouble 
that would follow in the grain elevators. Bahia Blanca, however, 
outside of being a naval base has no especially large number — 
Hs workmen who would be thrown out of work by its being closed 
own. 


As to German money playing a part in the present situa- 
tion, the following facts are quoted as given this office very 


Confidentially :~- 


Investigation was made into the affairs of, the Worker's 
Unions with the following results:— 1. At the beginning of the 
strike, the Unions had a bank balance of 60,000 pesos; while 
now after over two months of paralyzation in the port their 
balance is 93,000 pesos {! 3, It further developed that Re 00 


firm of Delfino Bros. ( German ) was giving to the Unions 


moneda nacional every week. 3. Thru! some means or other the 
workingmen and families are getting supplies and fresh milk 
delivered to their houses every monpning in time for their break- 
fasts. 4. Further investigation disclosed “the fact from Germans 
themselves that since they were ruined in their trade and their 
relations with the outside world, they would stop at nothing to 
peene i a to ruin with them -~ using money and Bolshevism 
o aid them. rie 


Despite all this, this office has been informed on the 


= morning of the 15th of March that work will be resumed shortly 


on the basis of the agreement above given. 
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The strike situation, that exists at present in 
the Port of Buenos Aires, is causing the merchants and shippers 
in the city of Buenos Aires much anxiety. 


The government has attempted to renew activities in 
the port by nationalizing all the port services. Due to this 
action, the stevedores have returned to work under circumstances 
which are partioularly diaadvantageous to the shippers. The 
nationalization of the port services by the government has left 
the question of boycott absolutely untouched and the workmen con- 
tinue to exercise this right to the limit with the result that 
many thousands of dollars worth of vajuable cargo is being left 
to rot in the customs house and aboard the ships in the harbor. 
The workmen do as they please taking time off when they feel like 
it and refusing to obey any order whatsoever. As reported to this 
office by the officers of the "WESTERDYK" ( U.S.N.) their loading 
has taken twice the normal time because of this disposition to 
loaf and not to work on the part of the workers. 


The Association of Tow-boatmen is still on strike and 
many steamers are leaving and entering port under their own steam 
or with the unekilled aid of a few boats belonging to the Minister 
of Public Works. As a result of this, not a few accidents by 
collision have happen in the roads, and harbor -- some ships being 
badly damaged. This of course has led to many actions at law 
against which the shippers have no recourse because the blame for 
the accident cannot be placed —- it being useless to oharge the 
government with its own errors. ‘ : 
A new developement has arisen due to the merchants 
having arrayed themselves against the shippers, laying their (. 


(the merchants ) lack of business on the methods employed by the 


shippers in their treatment of the situation in the port. As pre- 
viously reported, cases in court are still piling up over this 
question. A new development, however, is the reckless breaking 
of contracts on the part of Argentine merchants. Many thousands of 
dollars worth of foreign goods are rotting in the customs houses 
because certain business firms have refused the acceptance thereof. 
The merchants know their ground since the "Tribunals" of the Ar- 
gentine are already crowded for the next two years with cases pen~- 


HF 


ding decision. Before the cases can be decided, the goods will " 
have been sold out of the customs house in the annual govern- 

ment auction of unclaimed goods. The Argentine merchants do 

not wish to keep any contract that may hurt them to keep. 

Some goods in the customs houses now, have lowsred in prices 
greatly since they have arrived and the merchants are insisting 
that these goods must be delivered at the prevailing price rather 
than the contract price. This of course cannot be done as the 


‘manufacturer would encounter dead lose on the major part of his 


transaction. 


The shippers have no recourse against the government. 
President Irigoyen has forced all Argentine shipping firms to 
agree to his propositions in the port on pain of having thier 
registry taken away from them. 


It was VERY CONFIDENTIALLY reported to this office, 
that thets is a definite and organized movement afoot to com— 
pletely boycott Argentina. This boycott will be carried into 
effect by the British, French, Italians, Portugese Japanese 
and: the United States shippers. The reason for doing this is 
simply to force the government to terns. That this can be done 
ie certain, because Argentina cannot live without her imports 
and exports. Undoubtedly such a movement would cause quite a 


‘commotion, internally, but it is certain that the desired result 


would be obtained. 
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The labour situation in the Argentine Rerublic is generally 
unsettled as indicated by the numerous strikes which have been 
occuring for the last two years. Strikes appear to be extending 
to nearly every known vocation and trade,and the latest strike 
comprises such labour elements as barbers,tailors,employees of 
large department stores and bank clerks. In general the complaint 


\ seems to be the small wages paid as compared to the notoriously 
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high cost of living. There is considerable talk of exciting times 
in Buenos Aires on the approaching May lst,191° (Labour Day}. 
I have received information today from @ reliable secret 
service agent of the Buenos Aires Police that the authorities 
anticipate serious trouble on May let. The conoern on the part 
of the authorities necessitated a special meeting of the Chief of 
Polioce,the Minister of the Interior,the Mayor and their assistants 
as well as minor police euthorities. This meeting was held on 
April 33,1919,and was not conoluded until 5 a.m. 
At this meeting plans were made for the proper use of the 
police in oase of predicted trouble on May lst. 
F The police agent above stated says that he has information 
that all, work on May lst in Buenos Aires on the part of the labour A 
element will cease in order to take part in parades and demonst m- 
tions in which they will air their dissatisfaction as to the 
existing labour conditions. It is said that the participants will 
include tramway motormen and conductors,drivers of coaches and 
automobiles as well as the personnel of restaurants and stores. 
It is stated that there are two divisions of the labour 
class in the. Argentine, thet te:i.e:the Maximalists ahd the Socialists: 
and that the formar plan not to take part in the demonstration of i 
the Soolalists on May lst,but to carry out their demonstration on a 
later date,probably May 4th. In connection with the rumored dis- 
turbances the above informant states that he has just submitted 
a seoret report to the police authorities in Buenos Aires in which 
is given a list and the addresses of the ohemists in Buenos Aires __ 
and in neighboring towns,as the Government fears that these men 
will be called upon to manufacture and supply explosives for bombs. 

Plans are on foot to place a careful guard over all arms 
shops on May lst,and to make immediate arrest of chemists or other 
persons who might be suspected of ability or inclination to supply 
explosives. 

There have been many "false alarms" in this oity during the 
past vooe but it appears now that there may be something "in the 
wind" 

There. are many who state that at any time in the near future 
there will be another "Reign of Terror" in Buenos Aires,similar to 
that of January of this year,and the Maximalists or Bolsheviks are 
ready to take advantage of the strike unrest to start their aotivi- | 

les. 

The new oonsoript class of the Argentine Army is. now re- 


porting for duty,and owing to the lack of instruction of these men 


the standing ary could do little to suppress any serious ,oivil 
j Gisturbancg a, a 
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on May 24th anc 25th,1cle. 


On May 24th,1°919 there was held in Buenos Aires the largest, 
patriotic demonstration that has ever taken place in this city. 
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The demonstration was primarily organized or suggested by \ 
the Liga Patridtica Argentina (Argentine Patriotic League) and | 
the object of the monster procession was to show that the Argen- 
tine people are united aguinst Anarchy or any infringement of 
their liberties. 

The paraders went mostly on foot,and the procession started 
at the Congressional Building on the Avenida de Mayo;it then 

ee oes northward up Florida street, and thenod into Plaza San 
tin where the United States Embassy is situated. ; 

The streets were packed with people and reminded one very 
much of the recent Review .of the 2%th Division, New York City. 
Men,women and children of all olasses were in the parade,and . 
it was said that it-was practically the first time that women 
of the upper olasses took part in such a demnnstration. They 
marched in the midst of the orowds the same as the others. 

Marohing was very slow,but orderly at all times,and the i 
paraders would frequently stop to sing the Hational Anthem. | | 

The procession was headed by the President, Dr.Hipdlito 
Irigoyen. It is reported that this was very: “much resented by | 
the Coumittee of the Patriotic League,due to the attitude adopt— 
ed towards it by the President,as well as his toleration of | 
anarchisn. { 

In this connection,it is said that about May 1st, 1919, the | 
President was approached by the Patriotic League regarding she, “| 
forthcoming Anarohist Parade,and was asked if. he intended B 
parade to take place. He replied that Argentina wes a free oem ety: 
therefore the anarchists hai. @ perfect right to parade. On the. 
protest of the Patriotis League,and a statement to the effect 
that the League would not permit the demonstration to take place, 
the President warned its representatives that they had the Army 
and Nevy against them. To this the Batriotio League. replied that! 


In the oourse of the demonstration of May 24th,it was deoided. 
that no acolamations would be. permitted, so that no politioal 4 
character could be attached to it. 

The procession passed by the United States ‘Embasey,and it. was) 
there that I witnessed it. The President. stopped for a minute 
or so directly in front of the Embassy to speak to ‘gome friends. 

The manifestation was considered a great. SUCCESS. - ae 


In connection with. the Patriotio League; at is. also. said ‘that 
@ number of Army and Navy. officers: whose signatures ‘appeared 
among the list of members of that. League, we -oritioised and 
taxed with disloyalty .to the Gover en eplying to the 
charge, these officers declare tha their: dut on thei country » 


7 on the oontrary.the Army and Navy were with the League. = 9 -.— : 


loyalty to" the Government. 
On. May 5th Argentina celebrated 
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As far as the military persde was concerned, the celebraticn was 
nothing like that cf former years. This was due to the fact 
that the two Divisions---the first stations: in Buenos Aires,and 
the second at Camco de Mayo,aid net receive their recruits (cone- 
cripts) until sonetiine in -Afril, . Time for training was there 
fore insufficient to give a creditable military parude,and this 

_ has bsen postponed until July Cth. 

The troops presented locked very amuart ana military,neverthe- 
less. These included the Naval Senccl,the iiilitary Collegs, 
the School of iiechanics cf the Army and Navy,and two squadrons 
(escuairones) of the Regiment of Mounted Gronadiers. The horses 
weve fine animals,and their acpearance was fur bettar than those 
of the United Statsa. 

While passing by the Presiient the dismounted troops took up 
&@ semblance of the gcosa-cter. The equipment of all the troops 
was clean and apparently in sood condition. Bit and bridoon were 
used by the ucunted troops. : 

As is customary a Te Deum was held at the Cathedral at 1 p.m. 
by the Archbishop of Buenos Air2zs. The Diplomatic Corps was 
invited and was present,seated as usual on the right of the trans- 
ept. The President and his Cabinet Ministers were seated on the 
left. 

After the Te Dewn the President and his Cabinet, the Diplomatic 
Corps,and a ‘few invited guests repaired to Government nouse 
where they witnessed the parade of the few troops mentioned 
above,and that of the school children. This lasted from about 
1.30 to 5.30 DeMe 5 

The crowds as on the previous day were very large,but orderly. 
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In connection with this report see Reports of predecessors 


# 521 end #668. 
General WA 


The trip was made by rail frow Buenos Aires to Posadés,Terri-. 


tory of Misiones, distance,1142 kilometers; by boat on the Upper 
Parand River to Puerto Aguirre, distance, 344 kilometers; and by 
etage to Igwu Fells, distance 20 kilometers. Total distance, 
1506 kilometers. 


| 
A number of Kodaks taken by me, excepting four, accompany thik 


_ report whioh may be of interest. 


i 
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There are two books, " A Través del Iguazi y del Guayré" and . 


"Exoursiones por la Argentina y Paises Lim{trofes" presented to 
me by General A. E. Rodriguez. The author of these books is 
Coronel J.E.Rodriguez of the Argentine Army. The titles of the. 
books indicate what they are. The second book was printed in 
1918. They give not only @ desoription of the frontiers from a 
physical gsandpoint, but treat of the inhabitants, fauna and - 
flora. In the ohapter entitled "Las Malvinas" (the Falkland 
Islands) page 368 reference ia made to President Wilson's 14 
points. The mapsare considered exoellent,and might be well 


utilized. 


In reading these books, as well as almost all literature 
written in Argentina, 4¢ 48 well to consult the "DicoiLonario de 


‘ Argentinismos" published in Buenos Aires, and which was recent 


ly sent you. Argentine hes many words not used outside of the 
Republic, and also it nas different meanings for Spanish words . 
used elsewhere. EO oe oe, . 

A brief desoription of the Guaranf Indians who inhabit the 
Upper Parand oan be found on page 468. 7 ios se ate | 


"Blue print of the Falls from a German source’is Anolosed._ 


There is also a blue print of a project of the niilization of the 
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water power; it explains itself. This is ‘from @ Danish source, | 


A postoard of the Upper parané and Iguazi Falls is also in-- 

closed. It was compiled by Colonel E.Mogooni(pro-German) Argen- 

tine Army. This is considered an excellent map showing all — 
orts. The corrections were made by me en route. =. 


the trip was made in company with Captain John H.Gibbons,U.S. 


Naval Attaché,Argentina. As we belonged to the Diplomatic Corps | 


special rates, acoomodations and courtesies were extended to us. 


_ Railroads—---all br. 


I left Buenos Aizes over, the Entre.Rio ‘ab 3.00 Dems 
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August 26, fwou Chacarvita.c cn, ubout S wile. aue west cf Ue’. 
Embassy or Plaza Hotel. Th i 
t 


Aires. At 6.00 Dele the 


S! gs no Unien station in Buencs 
in arrived «t Zarate, Province of 

Buenos Air:s6,101 Kilometers fre:. Buenos Aires. Yere tug train 
was split up and run cn e ferry whica goss up tus Pavan River to 
Ibicuy, Province of Imtre Rios, and 123 kiloneters fre. Buenos 
fives. It arvived 2.¢ Toiouy ot 10.40 Per. Tie teuin then  ro= 
ceedelacross $12 neert <f t.2 Provines of Entre Rios, and ervived 
at Concoriia, Previnze cf Ents: Rios at 2.30 usi.., distance, 544 
Kilometers from Busnoe five... 

The railrosa fren Concerula to Bos 
Arsantine. Tais line follevs uy the Uru: 
tien across the narrow neck ef lend to P 
at 4.00 a.... Aucust dO. 

Frco:i Pogadas the train crosses tie Upper Parané on a ferry to 
Villa Encarnscién,Paracsuay, and proceeds to Asuncion, arriving 
there at 9.00 mec. Aug. SO. Ths distance 4s 1514 kilometers from 
Buencs Aires. The line from Possdas to Asuncion is the Central 
Paraguay. 

The coaches are of the coupartment type, containing 2 or 4 beds 
ox berths. The rolling stock was not in gocd shape, due to war 
conditions. Wood, "qyebracho",was the fuel used. A diner acccompenies 
the train to Asuncion. The food was geod, plentiful sand yeasonable. 
The train ran according to schedule and traveling was cowfortable. 
The railroad stations were ell commodicus ana up-to-date. 


Posuinzs is tue North Zeetern | 
y River to Santo Tone 


The Country from Buenos fires to Posudas. 


The land is a low,open,flat. plain, only now and then a gentle 
swell in the landscare. Now and then a few trees could be sgen, 
but there were quite a few streams. On the whole the country is 
unattractive except for seeing the large herds of grazing cattle. 
Cattle breeding is the industry. 

Most of the tovne wers simple villages, the houses constructed 
of mud or conorete and whitewashed. The soil is heavy and when 
there were evidences of recent rain, the roads were in bad condi~ 
tion owing to the wud. Carts and wagons use very lar.e wheels, 
to facilitate travel. any are two wheeled. 

However as Posadas is azproeched, the soil became sandy, and is 
prick red in color. 

The region of the Republic consisting of the provinces of kntre 
Rios and Corrientes and the Territory of Misiones which are between 
the Perans’ and Uruguay rivers is known as the iesopotamia on ace 
count of its similarity to the r:al oountry of that name. 


Concordia--~--Provincs of Entre Rios. 


Concordia is the prinoipal town between Buenos Aires and 
Posadas. There is not. ing particular to be seen here. The 
market offers no special interest. There is quite a large English 
colony eat Concordia. Rxeanset«packiog ~dleork 
beoestebbbsketckeres 

Salto, Uruguey is just opposite. 


Posedas----Territory of Misiones. 


The country about Posadas is sewi-tropical. 
The town is regularly laid ou$ and the buildings with few 
exceptions are one-story, built of brick plastered with mud and . 


colored. 
Posadas is a modern city of about 16,000 inhabitants including 


the surrounding districts. It is situated on the west and south 
sides of the Upper Parana River. The oity proper is about 100 
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above the river of woicsh an excellent panoramic vier can be ob- 
tained, including the Purusuayan side where Villa Encarnacion 
lies just across. 

The tovn has an autonomcus municipality, the annusl incorie 
of which is batusen 350,059 ani 300,000 Le Ce te However no 
taxea are Livisi, althourh sue streets irowe paved ana “Lent 
in soca ocndition. There ar2 ruamnnanaxxatax, electric licnt and 
telephonic and telerrac:hic servico2s, but no sewerace system. 

The city reristers about 46590 voters. 

The present coverncr cf tne Te: vitory of iiisiones, residing 
at Posedas is Sr. Hector Barveyro, the sistsr of whcm is the 
wife of Senor Acuha, tre former 3nd Secretary of the Arzsntine 
Enbassy to the United States and now let Seeretary to Brazil. 

There is only one hotel,Parthe, of any consequence. This 
hes just been opened. It 48 4a three story buildings built of 
brick ( plastered on outsi.e ss most buildin-s ere). It has 
about 40 bedrooms witn hot and cold water in them, electrically 
lighted. There are auple bathrooms. The electric pover is 
supplied by the Domingo Burtia Co. Power house, just est and 
across the strset. It is the intention to extend the sover to 
the Dominge Barthe General ‘verchandise Store abcut a block a:ay. 

The Paris, Igazi, ete. hotels ure of ancient structure and 
only fair in acco:odaticns,ete. 

There ave about 20 public schools in Posidsas and about £0 
in the Territory uf liisiones. The riches of the region abcut 
Posadas ure vary srcoat. The soil of Misiones is of the brick 
red olay variety. The tobucco crop this year it is said will 
exceed 8,800,000 lbs., and this will mean $6,000,000 pesos for 
the National exchequer in taxes. Sugar is also a source of 
weeltin. Yorba mate (Purscuayan tea) is being cvltiveted larvae 
ly, and one planter ulone hus already 700,000 plants, half of 
wnich are already produoins;. 

The subdivision of larse lund holdings would undoubtedly mean 
progrsss, and would be an important feature in the development 
of production which already includes rice, woods, raw materials 
for manufacture of paper, textiles, chemicals,etc. 

Oranges are very abundant, there are peanuts, beans, corn, 
many Other vegetables and fruits. 

A trip was made to the Pedro Nufiez Yerba estancia, 30 kilo- 
weters froi: Posadas. Mr. Nufiez is a Spaniard ane a brether- in —- 
law of Governor Barveyro. This yerba estanoia is by far the 
largest in the vioinity of Posadas. Here were seen the yerba 
tre:s, the cutting, stripcing, drying (old and new mathods) and 
sacking. 

The commercial life of Demingo Barthe is similar to a less de- 
gree to that of Nicolus Mihanovioh. The Barthe holdings are 
principally in Paraguay,along the Upper Parand, and are about 
1,000,000 acres, tracts extending from Villa Mmeoarnacion, Parasuay 
to the north. Domingo Barthe died at Biarritz, France in January 
1912. The business is being carried on by nis five sons and four 
daughters. . 

The Demingo Barthe Co., also ovms and operates a steamshir 
line on the Upper Parana as far ag Puerto Mendez, Brazil, 150 
kins. above the mouth of the Iguazu and the last port. The company 
also ovns and operates a sawnilll and ship building establishment. 
in Posadas where about 150 workmen ars employed. They build all! 
their own boats, ons of wnich is the TENBEY. This boat is a 
stern wheeler of about 300 tons, of about 4 feet draft, due to 
the shallow water around Posadas, and makes approximately 13 
knots per hour. It contains something like 30 cabins for first 
class passengers on the upper deok, with axcparently unlimited 
nuuber of natives on the lower and in addition freight and mer- 
ohandise. 

In the Barthe savmill, modern machinery and appliances are 
employed ---- a dry kiln is being constructed after an American 
plan, where it is possible to dry or season timber in 8 days. 

150,000 ft. of 


a tee, 


The principal traflic ana industry of the Barthe ccmpany are in 
yerba and buildinc timber. 

Scme of the logs sre brought down from the interior of Pura} 
guey over the Central Parsacuay Railroad to Villa Enearnacicn, ‘ 
Oprcesite Posadus, ani tues unloaded and floated scross tie Parant 
to the susmill. This 4g acne at less expense than to continue the 
haul by freiii.t inte Ar c;entina. , 

Timber and yerba are also orought dein the Uprer Parand frou 
the numcrous Burtne ports in Pararuay. 

Raul and Anibsel Feline Barthe w.c Operate at Posadsas have 
spent years in France and scmetima in the States, where they at- 
tended sciiocl one of them at the University of Pennsylvania. They 
Speak English perfectly and are 

_ While at Posades ewaitiniz the boat for Iguzu a trip wes made 
to the Jesuit ruins at San Imnacio, abcut 55 kilometers up the 
Parand. The trip w.s wade in the motor beat of the Sub-Prefecto 
of the port, Sr. Julio Benavides. The landing was made at Puerto 
Viejo, and then the “rlp was continued in a twoevheeled native 
cart to San Ignacio. San Ignacio was built by the Svanish Jesuits 
about 300 years azo, who came down across South America from the 
North West, Peru. The old mission covers several aores, showing 
outline of seminary cells, courts, chapel end a large plaza inolos- 
ed by stone walls. The Carvings are vary gocd and after the 
Gothic style of arohitecture. The mission flourished for many 
years till deatroyed by the Portuguese invasion from Brazil. At 
San Ignacio a protestant evangelist was s2en conducting a mission 
amongst the natives. 

A visit was also made to the Agriculture School about three kilo- 
meters from Posadas. This school ia Surported by the Federal 
Government. There ure 23 students between the ages of 15 and 1%. 
Instruoticn was being given in modern agriculture, and that which 
pertains to that locality such as yorba, oranges, tobacco, ho 
raising,etc. There were sone imported hogs from the United States. 
While the school was prinitive there was enthusiasm and interest. 

n the TEMBEY which arrived at Posadas on August 31 from the 
Upper Psrand was a German by the name of MAYSCHUSSEN. He had lived 
for many years at a settlement of the sais ARO Ta Paraguay the 
port of which is VAQUARAZAPA. It 4s said thet he hes about 300 
native Guaranf Indians under hin, whow he has taught to read and 
write German and Ssanish besidas their native tongue. He was on 
his way to Buenos Aires with two of his Indians.. It is said that 

he is the President of the Argentino-German Club, with headquarters 
in Buenos Airas. He is working in the interest of German Duaigra- 
tion to Paraguay. Attention is invited to the Similarity of 
WAYSCHUSSEN's name and that of HERR FREDERICK MAYNTZHUSEN mentioned 
-dn the Literary Digest of April 13,1Siu, pare 15 on New Invasions 
planned by Germany. 

There was a wireless station at Posadas (see Wireless Report 

to be forwardsd later). 


A new Federal Hospital containing wards for contagious diseases 
is being constructed. 


Upper __— Parang 


On September 3 at 4.35 p.m. I left on the Tembey for Puerto 
Aguirre. The boat stonped (anchor ad) at Villa Enoarnaoion, aoross 
from Posadas to take on pessengers and freight and then proceeded 
up the river. eo 

The Upper Perand from Posadzs to Corpus at the 1683 kilometer 
mark (from Buenos Aires via river) is more or less wide and shallow, 
and the channel is very narrow ( quite so in places) tortuous and - 
dangerous. Traveling is not done during a fog, which is more or 
less common in the early morning at oertain seasons of the year. 
The Upper Parané is not chartered. a ae “be - 

Above Corpus however the tiver is quite deep and V. shaped, meas- 
uring as much as 450' in depth. It is Possible at almost anywhere 


Froe-ally and are good business men. 
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to run alongside the snore with tne steausre as 
.irlpocls. Tae bunks 
bu 


frou 3 to 4 miles an nour, full of 2s .dies anu uA 


above Ccrpus are high, about 75' as an averacs, %omunvy places 
os 
wv 


much higher. They ave covered with tiica forzsts an. unuerbry he 

Tne bozt probably uukes 30 steps daring tue trir, iar ang ni-snt, 
taking on and lettin: off pas-enesrs ana Preicnt. Loniings at 
corts ave made fro. smaller beats, lusnei to tne siag:s of tna 
steamer. At Leon, Armentina, +2273 13 4 savmill, and carpenter 
Bhcge. The plant is elactricalivy lisgut i. ; 

The principal j:2zeinets cf Une .r iisicnes ar2 timber and wood 
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dyes. The Te vitory of Visicnes reosivsd e certificate fra. the 

Co] uwubien Expositicn i> 1°s3 for the soveral hunared cifferent woods 
for lumber end Gy-se- t.8t it exnibiteu tuere. 

Nacunday is the ,riscifpel Partie port in Paraguay. ere ave the 
Yue nday River and Yacunaay Falls abcut 400 yards frcm the Pay ina 
River. Yertu and tinber uve brought down fron the interior of 
Psrasuay to tuia port. There ig a larss saimill her-, electrically 
lizuted and an incline cable railroad runs frem tne Paranda River 
to tie eteep bank above cperated by a windluss worked by nen or 
norse power. A narrow gauve track connects tie Upper landing 
plese with the sawuill still hic.er on the benks end abcut 100 yards 
from the river and osposite the urper Nacunday. The Nucunday Falls 
are about 50' high and 75' wide and there is an inmense amount of 
water co.ing over whose power could well be utilized. 

A 75 om. railroud is being built by the Barthe Coupany from 
Arroyo Pirayuy, north of Kilometer 1701, to Nacunday. This line 
will extend into the intericr about 80 km. About 30 ku. have al- 
ready been built. 


Puerto Aguirze. 


Arrived at Puezto Aguirve at 5.00 a.m. Septenber 5. As the 
boat was to proceed up the Parana, I had to disaubark promptly. 

Puerto Aguirre is on the Iguazu River about a quarter of a wile 
from where it empties into the Upyer Parana. From here can be 
seen at the same time, Argentina, prazil and Paraguay, separet:d 
by the tvo rivars. On the high ground in Argentina, just above 
the junction of the Iguazu and Parand Rivers can be s:en the inter- 
national boundary monument. The house of the Captain of the port 
46 also loczted nere. Tre hetel here is of the rudest kind, built 
of rough timber and very poorly constructed. It is likewise infest- 
ead with rats. Thore are about 5 rooms, besides kitonen, but it 
aocomodates as many people that can be orowded into it. Thers are 
tvo houses end ea wireless station ut Puerto Aguirre. (See Wireless 
Report later.) 

At. 7.85 asm. 1 left for the Chalet del Salto----30 kilometers 
distant. There is one automobile for 3 passengers, two very dila- 
pidated stage coaches for 7 passenge‘s each, and riding horses. 

The coaches are dravn by six mules, natives riding the near swing 
and lead wules; a diver in the seat direots the oserations. The 

road is through a blazed wood virgin forest and underbrush. It is 
not so bad but vcoasibly impacsible in very bad weather. The soil 
is sticky red clay characteristic of Hisiones. 

At 9.50 a.m. we arrived at the Chalet. The accouodations were 
not quite so poor as at Puerto Aguirre, and I was fortunate enough 
to be quartered in the house of the Ccomisaria (police). The table 
was good. : 

If good hotels were opened in the Upper Parand, it would un- 
deubtedly tend to attract visitors. Hotels could be built more or 
less cn the lines of those in Western United States in the mountain 
sumuer resorts. 

A representative of the International Express Co. (similar to 
the Gcok) told ma that within the last week an American asked hin 
what he thoughtof the prozesiticn and the success of building a 
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Iwazu Falls 


Durin= t 3 cay, Sactenbir Spa trix wan wade te the tower 
Teuszi (bale. tie falls) where 2 distant vier only sould. be ebtsin- 
24 of the Carcante del Diable. All points as indleuted by black 
dots on ian vere viuited we ue. Zodaks vere tuken woich show for i 
ther.celvas. 

he Falls are $500 wuisters in width, extending fyc.. the Brazi- 
ifan side in the shape of « curved handle or crook of 2 ozne, to 
tue Argentine siue 4% the ciulet. It is 85 uweters at the ighest 
fall. The fells, however, except at a fen, points, at the Gar- 
ganta del Disble are not ocntinuous, that 1s, there is more than 
one fall or leap. As ween by tne wap, Argentina owns considerably 
nore of the Falls than Brugzil. The dividing line iso taken as the 
center of tue Upper Isuegd, and i¢ will be not:2 tust the iase of 
water appearing cn tne wep is buck water, shallow, but full of 
raplus end woiklpools. There is no danger nowever ef epproaching 
tne falls in its apparently nost dunz:rous places as there 18 a rim 
of roces extending arcvund and helding the uacs of water in: check. ; 
On the following day, September 6, I visited the main Falls 
indicated by dot cn ‘the recks close tb the east of tne map. The i 
route was oposite te that indicated by the urrows. The course Was 
through and soross the rapids where it was necessary twice to get 
out on the rooks ani valk above the raride while tre boat was 
rulled up throuch the stream. i 
From the position finally reached, an excellent view could be 
! 
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obtained of the Garganta del Dinblo. All the islands in the busin 
are covered with trees or underbrush as well as all the surround- 
ing country. The Bra:ilian side is very much higher than the Argen- , 


: tine. There we: 2 no mosquitos, on account of there being no : 
Place where they could breed, all water fresh and running. There { 
are several insects which are quite unnoying. One is the Buriquf. ‘ 


It resenbles a fly, but is sualler and brown in color. It is noise- 
less and more or less invisible. The bite ruises at times a blood 
blister. It attacks the hands and facé, the itohing is very 
annoyin.; especially on the fuce when one is rzquired to shave, for 
in this operation all"bites"are opened up and the blcod flows 
profusely. The other insect is the "bicho colorado" (p. 484 
Diccionaric) It is very smuil alwost invisible. It bores under 
the skin, and sonetines under the toenails, and the result is vary 
aggravating. ‘ 

There are wild animals in the nearby mountains or hills, such us 
deex, wild hog, tapir,etc. also ducks and birds. g ; 

It is rather difficult to make a comparison of the Iguazi i 
Falls with Niagara Falls. The latter is 48.8 meters high and 1600 
ueters wide, not as hish or wide as the forner. Phe shapes are 
different. The Iguazu is more picturesque while the Niagara is 
more majestic. . 

The water above the Iguazi Falls measure: about 80 cantimeters; 
no estinate is given as to the norse power. The blue print : 
prepared by w Spanish Company showing ea plan of transmitting the ' 
pove: is attached. It explains itself. It is considersd feasible 
to carry the power as far as indicated, but tha Argentines think 
only in terms of Fnenos Aires, thet is, what cannot be done for 
Buenos Aires is hardly worth considering; so if the power cannot 
be transmitted econonically to Buenos Airss nothing will probably 
be done. They oannot conceive that it is worth the trouble and 
expense to develop the industry of other cities and sections and 


wake & general inprovenent of tueir country. Euencs Aira. is /r- 
gentina. 

A plan ie theucnt of to cuS u cunal fre. one Unpas Tsuazu River 
to tue lover as indisuted on Gernan map waich woulda sive a fall 
of about 100 meters. 

It is uy opinion that nothing will be ions, 4% least for many 
years for %:.2 development and utilizetion of the Fulls on.account 
sens of willicns 
Mig aisocvrery cf ratroleum in the 
rest ani:onay invelvead, thas 
isallvy, ani uore return for the 
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One of tie guiies at Iguagi vnc wis mera or less attentive to me 
Informed me that he had been there four yeers bheving ceue from 
Corrient .s3 th.t he idd not like dt, that he aad net been able to 
feat avay as the petron(ccudsaria) kept him in debt all of the time; 
thet wiile he wis paid a ceso0 a diay, he never saw the money; that 
he was charted for instance, 5 pesos for an ordinary shirt. He 
did not leave for he had neo money to vay his indebtedness and for 
steamer fure. He could neithsr resd nor write. This is an incident 
merely of landlord elavery waieh probably exists everywhere toa 
more or less degree. 


Fnoarnacion 


On September 8, I wade an informal visit to Ville Fnoarnecién, 
Paraguay, opposite Posudus. There I met the Custons Adninistrater, 
Auguste Fernandez. In company with hin, I visited the Railroad 
Station of Central Paraguay which is nev and in excellent condition. 
It i146 built of brick. 

Villa Enoarnaciton has a fomlaticn of 6000, and it ide estinuted 
that there are 13,009 in the surrounding district; and 37,000 in 
departmant (county). 

The garrison wis alec visited, consisting of 650 Infentry and 
Arillery. 

Attontion is invited to the Kodaks of the dook. The dock wus 
constructed by a German company, and is of concrets. It has served 
of no purpose as the water (river) at end of pier is too shallow 
for boats of the lightest draft, 800 ' long. 


Wireless Stetions — 


There are wireless stations et Posadas, Villa Enoernacion(Para- 
guay) and Puerto Aguirre. 
All of these plants as far as I oould learn have the sume 
equipment: Siemens-Sohucksrt----320 volts; 11.5 amper 2831500 Tauren; 

Frausen; 3.5 KV. The towers are about 120 feet high and have 6 
antennas. 

Their radius is atout 0 miles, but at night under favorable 
conditions, they ban send and receive from Bahia Blanca, Argentina. 


